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Being a True Relation of e 


E ä Converſioi 


OF A 


N oble F rench 2 2 47 


The Errors RE” ies) of ee ST 
to the Reformed: Religion, by Means of 4 Pros? 1 1-8 
} Gardener her Servant. 11 


N Wherein-is ſbewed, | | _ 
Her Grit and Unparallell 4 Sulferiogs. 1 
on the Account of her ſaid Converſion; A alſo,, = 
Her wonderful Deliverance from two Ailanes C-- 
hired by a Popiſb Prieſt to murder her; And off 
75 3 5 in a Wood fer two o. 
Years; 2 w ſhe was at Lal Or | 1 
found by her Husband, who, . (rogether with JL 
her Parents) Was brought over by 11 Mes 11 
to the Embracing of — Fran, hd | 0" 
divers others alſo. . 


To which is n N 1 FR. 
A \ brief Account of the me Severe 1 
| Perſccutions. ofy ferns Proteſtants, "14,38 
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The Sur K. a 1 E TTER 
ſent from a French Proteſtant Mi ; 

niſter in Fance, to his Friend in 
London, with the 9 Re- 1 


Ah 


lation. 


_ wy very good: Friend 


Aving veceiwind Dx T rake 

of April, N. S. I was wet 4 

litele ober: joy d, even in n 

Suſftiringsy #9 hear you"arg well 

ſettleu in Country, where you. 

have tbe Freedom of en joying the Exerciſe ' 
of the True Religion, is 4 Thing bot be va. 
'Tued" above all ot her earthly: "Bleſſings 1, aud 
not to that, I am much more q ladileu 20 find 
No: inform me that. the Climate 1. well Ty 
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The Copy of a Letter, Sc. 
wich you and your Family, that you have been 
bealthful ever ſince 2 from me; 


E R 
, 5 ——— 


and the reſt of your dear Friends here, though 


Br many of us, and particularly myſelf, la- 


bour under many Sufferings and Aflictions.; 
having (with many others) languiſhd a 
long Time in Priſen for the Sake of a good 


Conſcience, afficted with much Sicknefs, by 


reaſon of my clsſe Confinement, which (Bleſſed 
be the Name of God enabling me) I have 


korn with Patience; though many have died 
unpitied of their cruel Perſecutors, yet the 


Cry of innocent Blood may in Time make 


n, How hard it is to kick againſt the 


= Pricks; yet my Prayers are, That inſtead of 
= ſending any fearful Judgment on theſe Popiſh | 


Adverſar ies, God would turn their Hearts, 


enlighten their Underſtandings, make them 
pee the Error their Ways, and repent of 


ine many Evils they have done to the Poor 


Proteſtants, without any manner of Cauſe or 


EE Prowcation.; to whom their Rage and Ma- 
= tice extend even beyond Death, for they fl 
them 


7 . continue their old - Way of denying 
Chriſtian Burial. But this is all our Com- 
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* fort, It matters not where our Bodies 
lie, ſo be it our Souls are infolded in 


Chrift's Arms, Tet among the Miſeries and 


= Threats of Death, which I have undergone 
WY in taking Care of the ſpiritual Welfare 7 
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The Copy of a Letter, Ge. 


thoſe: that God has committed to my Change, 
9 


3 cannot but be greatly comfort ed when you | 
h tell me, the French Proteſtant Church in | 
* England flouriſhes: and thvt the Members b 
; Wl of #t, Walk worthy of ther Calling, gain. : 


ing, by their indffenſrue Way of Living, 4 


good Repute among Strangers”, when in their 


| native Country ſo much Inhumanity appears 
a towards thoſe of the Reformed Profefiion z 
e or the Perſecution in many Places rages 
A ſtill by their impoveriſhing. of Thouſands of Fa- Ml 


milies, But not to be tedious to you, having. 
nothing left to ſend you but my good Wiſhes al 
| and Prayers, except the incloſed Account of a 

very ſtrange but bleſſed Alteration in the Fa- 
mily of the Count Alanſon, a worthy Noble- ll 


„ man, well known to you ; I haut drawn it uv Wl 
1 upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry inte the Truth of al 
f WM the material Circumſtances, gg well a m] 
r 8 Sufferings, and ſpare no Nime Ir the Cure of il 
* thoſe under my Charge world permit; and 
end it to you as 4 Token of my Lave, for te al 
i W/many Lindneſſes I have received at % 


Hands; that ſo vou might communicate it to 
others, and make it publick if you ſee Occa- 
fron ; that all may be made ſenſible of the al 
wonderful Goodneſs of Almighty God, Ml 
and praiſe him for the Works be doth 
-unto the Children of Men. Fer the Cer- 
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The Copy of a Letter, £9c. 
tainty of what I have written, though I have | 
obliged for Methods-ſake to uſe a few Ex- 
 preſſions of my own, you may firmly rely on 
my Integrity, who am always a Well- wiſher 
to the Health of your Soul and Body 


LO 


APY 


and there Falſe! Iy | AGO My 


treacherous Brethrgaz tho! at ie Begin-- 
ping God mes 1 e on that bens < 


THE > 


French Convert Sc. if 


N Writing of the following Relation, = 
wherein injured Innocence and op- 
preſſed Virtue does ſo eminently tri- 


umph over all the Rage and Malice both 
of Men and Devils. I ſhall not ſtudy to 
adorn my Stile with Flowers of Rheto- 


rick, but lead the Reader by the Clue ll 
of Truth, into the adorable Myfteries. of 
Divine Providence, which are here _diſ- 
played i in ſuch a Series of Wonders, as 
can ſcarce be parallelled. As an - Intro» 
duction to which, I will. _— 
der how the Divine, Goodneſs delighcs to 
bring Light out 'of Darkneſs, and-makes = 
even the Wicked ap a es i" 


little conſi- 


in their OWN 


Evil Deg he: DE, 
For as Fo! eph's 1 E 7Y | 


vanced Hint newt bor tTy 
to-the Shame e 
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2 The French Ct: 


might be inſtrumental to preſerve his Fa- Bu 
ther and his Houſehold alive, and turn- MW ?* 
ed the Malice of the Patriarchs into a. MW” 
Bleſſing: So the Miſeries and extraordi- n 
nary. Sufferings of the noble kady, whoſe - n 
Story I am going to recite, was made uſe. | he 
of by Divine Providence, as a Means of lit 
the Converſion of her, Husband, Parents of 

and many others, to the. True Religion; th 

j F ._ which, as ſhe had often ſaid fince, has. | th 
= beena very. ample. and. glorious Recom- th 
pence. But I. ſhall not anticipate. what 
with more Satisfaction you will find. | * 


nin the Relation it ſells 5 ech take. as a th 
1  tollows, : 2 1 8 


In Brit any, one of the faireſt Provinces. C | 
't & France, there. lately lived Alanſon, a 

| 3 Perſon. of noble Extraction, and of an 
= Eftate ſuitable to the Greatneſs of his 


Wa.” 
7 nd 1 


* by 
$a 
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. 
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N 


Birth, and thoſe. noble Qualities that en- 
= riched his Mind. Who being a Lover 
of Military Actions, was eaſily perſuaded 

4 do ſerve the King in the Wars, where 

© having an eminent Command given him, 
he behay'd bimſelf with that Bravery as 
5 him the Admiration of his Ene- | 
Wies, che Love of his Friends, and freſh 
Honocurs from his King, who took parti- 
8 * of bis * e 


2 - > —— > - 
4 Ras | 
< - 


* 


paigns, he caſt his Eyes upon one Deida- 
mia, à young Lady of Quality, not infe- 
riour to himlelf for Birth, whoſe Beauty 


f the Repoſe he took in the foft Embraces. 
ot his chaſte and loving Wife, to the 
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+ divided between Love and eg .- 


"The Br =_ Cenberke 1 
But in 1 Intervals of two or three Cam- 


and Virtue were equally attractive. To 
her he made his Addreſſes, and the Equa- 
lity of their Birth, and the Suitableneſs- 
of their Difpoſitions, made his Conqueſt 
the more ealy ; ſo that in a little Time 
they were Contracted and Married, to- 
their mutual Joy and Satisfaction 
This happy Couple having for a whole 
Winter enjoy'd the Bleſſing of each o- 
thers mutual Love and endeared Affecti- 
ons, without the leaſt Umbrage of any- 
interpoſing Cloud that might give an Al- 
lay to their Happineſs; at length. the 
Spring came on, and the Armies gather- 
ing together, ſummoned Atanſon from; 


Field of War, to act his Part again .ups- nl 
on that Stage of Honour, where He had ; 
already acquired ſo mach Reputation. Burt ii | 
he never ſeemed ſo unwilling. to. court. 1 9 
Fame Abroad as now, fince he-mult of 18 
neceſſity leave behind him-the deareſt Part 
of. himſelf ; he had many Strugg lings and 
Combats in his Mind, which ſeemed to 


T8 
373  , 


Ts 


Affliction, and made him ſtill far more 


| fing her to fir down by him, be told her, 


= Field. Bis Lady, when he talked of 


We French Convert. 


- unwilling to have his Reputation ſullied: 


the more troubled at it. And therefore 
following him one Day into the Garden, 
* (whither he had retir'd to conſider with 


- 


It was that troubled him; for ſhe had for 
"ſome Time, fhe ſaid, obſerved he was | 


= (tho ſhe knew it notJbe the Occaſion of 
it; adding, Command me in any 


Fs 8 K % 
bo 1 1 
* 1, Leer 4 ) 


he was loath to leave his Lady, and yet | 


And theſe different Paflions in the Mind, 
cauſed ſuch an Alteration in his Counte- 
nance, that it was taken Notice of by his 
Lady, who not knowing the Cauſe, was 


Himſelf what he had beſt to do) ſhe ear- 
neſtly preſſed him to let her know what | 


diſquieted, but could not tell at what; 
and ſhe was fearful ſhe might ſome Way, 


| Thing @ | 
Wife can juſtly do, and I am all Obrdi- | 
ence. This tender Carriage of his Lady, 
added freſh Fuel to the Fire of his 
unwilling to leave her, Wherefore cau- 
She was indeged the innocent Occaſion of 
his Trouble, for her great Love and Ten- 
derneſs to him, had ſo engaged his Heart 
to her in'a reciprocal Affection, that he 
knew not how to think of leaving her, 
though Honour loudly called him to the 


leaving 
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leaving her, was hardly kept from 


11 ſwooning in his Arms, and could not for- 

d, bear ſaying, What! muß we part then? WM 
e- ab! wretched Deidamia I and ſtraight ways , 2 | j 
Iis fell a Weeping: Her Tears did fo: pre- 


vail upon the Count, that Love hadnow 


re obtained an entire Victory; and he fe- 
n, ſolved to ſtay at Home with Deidamia; 
th and therefore intreated her to dry up 
ir- her Tears, and be comforted'; for he had 
lat now come to a Reſolution,” rathes to u- 
for MW dergo ſome hard Cenſures for ftaying Wl 
as at Home, then by his going to the Camp | 
t; leave his dear Deidamia diſconſolate 
y, W Theſe kind Aſſurances of her Husband; 
of gave her that Satisfaction which ſoon A 
4 fſhewed it ſelf in a chearful Countenance: 
di- And the endearing Expreſſions ſhe gave 
dy, che Count on that Occaſion, made him 
his W conclude they were both "happy 1 in each * 
ore others LDy@aandt. Tu ii F#35 3 — 
au- But behold: che Inconftancy of World 
er, W by Happineſs, and how Ilittlewe can pro- 
I of miſe -ourſelves of- it here! We may in $ 1 
en- deed both Purpoſe and Reſolve:; but we 
art can't Heute el ſelves from Difappoints = 


er, videnes ate often hard to trace BHencs Ml 
the it is that we are told by theinfpireaPea. ol 

of 5 That che 8 of God art in the | bl 
mg 
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= ingly. When 4anſon received this Com- 


6 The Frencli Convert: 

Deep, and his Paths in the great Waters, 
aua his Foot ſteps are not known. And we 

ſee often, whatever pleaſing Proſpect of 


Felicity we have in View, one unforeſeen 


. Occaſion, or ſudden Turn of Providence, 


deſtroys it, and in a Moment deprives us 


of that Happineſs which we had pro- 
miſed to ourſelves for many Years: And 
=" yet theſe-Changes, to thoſe that fear the: 


Lord; are: ſo diſpoſed and ordered by 
God's Providence, that in the End they 
evidently. work together for their Good. 


And thus it fell out in the Inſtance 
before us: For whilſt Alanſon and his 
Deidamia delighted in each other, and 
were both happy in their Conjugal Af- 
feftion, an Accident fell out, that put 
bim under a Neceſſity of going to the 
Camp, which was, That a Colonel's 


Place in the Regiment of Picardy being 
vacant, a Relation of Alanſon's at Court, 


out of a too officious Kindneſs, put the 
King in Mind of the good Services of 
Alanſon, and deſired his. Majeſty to be- 
ſtow that Vacancy upon him: To which 


his Majeſty (being ſenſible of his former 
Bravery and good Service) readily con- 


ſented, and ordered his Commiſſion to 


be ſent to him, which was done accord- 
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The French Convert. 3 -—= 
miſſion from. the Purſevant who brougt 
it, he gave him a generous Reward.for.. nl 
his Pains; but was not very well pleaſed, nl 
neither with the new Honour his Ma- 
jeſty had given him, nor with his Kinſs- 
man's too Officious Kindneſs in proceu- 
ring it; becauſe it put him under a Ne- 
ceſſity of parting from his Lady, which 
gave him a very ſenſible Diſpleaſure: 
But knowing that by his. Commiſſion e 
was engaged too. far for a Retreat, hie 
Care was how to make his Deidamia as 
eaſie as he could; and therefore calling 
her to take a Turn with him in the Gar- 
den, and leading her into an Arbour 
covered with Jeſſamine, he thus began 
to tell her the unwelcome News that had 
been brought him. Ay deareſt Deidamia, _ 
let me conjure you not to be troubled at what - - 
I am going now to tell you, but if you will 
oblige me, do it by ſhewing your Reſolutien . = 
and Fortitude of Mind.; and. yet 1 cannot I - 
but own, That our Reſolyes iti little Heaps 

of Sand, are quickly brought te nothing; but. Wl 

the Decrees of Hewven, B Biubtians 1% 
of the Earth, are fix'd for ever, "Twas inthis Wl 
very Arbour, my deareſt Deidamia, hat! Wl 
reſolved to ſtay at Home with thee, and.nos Wl 
return to the Campaign in Flanders; aud 1 Wl 
"ppeat. te him whe . knows. my Heart, how Wl 
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8 The French Convert. 
# firmly I intended; but ſee here, how I am 
forced againſt my Will to break my Reſolu- 
tions; (and with that he ſhewed her the | 
Commiſſion the King had ſent him to be 
Colonel of the Regiment of Picardy) and 
nom you ſee, my Deidamia, the Neceſſity that 
lies upon me to leave you for a Time; but 
though our Bodies be divided, we will bave 
yet one Soul, and Love, whilf Providence 
_ adenies us to live together, And whilſt I in 
_ the Held am fighting for my Country, yen 
_ ſhall fay here, and pray for my Succeſs N 
And if it pleaſes God that T return, (which + 
J do not doubt at all, for Heaven I am 
fure will bear your fervent Prayers) it will 
be a new Addition to my Foy, to lay thoſe 
Laurel: I ſhall win in Battle at Deidamia's 
Feet. Poor Deidamia heard this heavy 
News with à ſad Heart, but anſwered. 
with Piety and Prudence worthy of her 
fſelf, That fince what happened was not 
of his ſeeking, but what Te Providence 
of God had called him to, the thought 
it was her Duty, tho ſhe could hardly 
do it without Reluftancy, to acquieſce 
in the Bivine Diſpoſal of all human Acti- 
ons, and would endeavour to ſtifle her 
Reſentments, rather chan give kim an 
farther Trouble. Al anſos being 90 
Plealgd wirh Peidamis s Prudence than het 
n bag — og: 8 
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The French Convert. 
kind Affection, which he expreſſed by ſe- 
veral tender Things he told her, applied nl 
e himſelf to the getting ready of his q- 
e quipage, in order to his Departure; and mn 
1 the fettling the Affairs of his Family, Ml 
t ordering Antanio his Chaplain, who was 
2 Fryar of the Order of St. Francis, to 
i ſay a ſolemn Maſs for his Succeſs in the 
Field, and the Protection of his Lady 
and Family in his Abſence: ; Recom- - 
mending his deareſt Deidamia to the Care 
of Antonio his Chaplain, and Fronevins Wl 
his Steward of his: Houſehold, in theſe 
Words, To your Care in my Abſence, I re- 
commend. the Safety and Welfare of my be- 
ed Lady, the moſt virtubus and loving of 
Wives; and Charge you, as you expect 10 
Anſwer it to God and me, be obedient to 
all her Commands; comfort and. cheriſh her 

in her Solitude, and ſee that all m Do» 
meſfticks pay the like exact Reſpetts:; This 
and much more they faithfully: pro- 
*miſed to obſerve. Then giving liberally 
to each Servant; and having Notice that - 
his Equipage was ready, and divers Gen» 
tlemen on Horſe- back waited to f- 
pany him, he took his ſolemn Eeaveof 
his dear Deidamia, whoſe ſad preſaging 
Heart was overcome with Grief to that 
Degree, that ſhe could only ſpeak _— - 
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10 De French Convert. | 
few prophetick Words, Ah! my dear 
Tord] may Heaven prevent my Fears] But 
u poor Heart fore-bodes that this will be 
_ 4 long and fatal Parting. To which the 
Count replied, Do not caſt down thy 
_ Afelf, dear Deidamia, by the indulging | 
of ſuch melancholy Fancies ; but aſſure 

_ your ſelf, In haſten my Return as much 
as poſſible, and I will ſend to you as 
often as I can And in the mean Time 
_ Hall commit you to the Protection of the 
= Almighty, the bleſſed Virgin Mother, 
and all the holy Saints and Angels; and 
embracing of her in his Arms, and 
_ ealing his Affeckions on her Lips with 
gentle Kiſſes, he took his Leave of her, 
And rid away; not thinking he had left 
An innocent Dove to the Protection of 
two ravenous Vultures. e 
It zs not much. to my Purpoſe to tell 
Fou how well he was received at the 
Head of his Command. by the Duke of 
Luxemburg, or what brave Exploits his 
Courage carried him through, ſince net- 
ther Fame, nor the publick News from 

Paris have been wanting: to ſpeak his 
Commendation :: I therefore omit it 
(unleſs in ſome Paſſages, where it will, 
in the Thread of this amazing Relation, 
be neceſſary. to mention ſome ns 
Te ars 
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De French Convert, 11 
„ hrs) and ſhall continue with the ſor- 
it I rowſul Deidamia, who after his Depars 
be ture, ſeemed; to have baniſhed all Com- 


ae fort from her Breaſt; all that ſhe found 
ay was in her Devotions and Prayers to Al. 


ng migbty God, for his Proteckian and fafe 
re Return, greatly affecting Solitude; and 
ch Jas much as ſhe could, avoided the Vi- 
as ſits of divers Ladies, who (as they fay) 
me came to make her merry, and divert 
the her Melancholy, ſhe being very well 
er, ¶ Beloved, both by the Nobility and Gen- 
and try for her comely Carriage, modeſt 


and Behaviour, ſweetneſs of Temper, and 
ach HAffabilit xy. ot FOR 
her, ln the Cool of the Day ſheuſually made 


penſive and alone; it being by the Care 
and Diligence of the Gardener, =—_ and 
ordered like another Paradiſe, ftored with 


theſſreat Variety of choice Plants and. F lo. : 
e offers, adorned with - pleaſant Fountains; - 


s his nd ſeveral delightful Arbours, 1 


nei-Pver with intertwining Seſſamine, in o 
fromſÞf which ſhe and her abſent Lord had 
i paſſed ſome joy ful as well as ſad Hours; 


nd at the Remembranceof them wWeuld 
adly Weep, then Pray (according to the 
uſtom of the Papiſts, who allow praying 


* 
— 


" — 


Wit her Buſineſs to retire into her Garden; 


added 


d Saints) to the Tutelary Saints for his - i 
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12 De French Convert, 
Protection: And ſo drying up her Tears, 
would walk thence again, taking but lit- 
tle Reſt in any Place: But one Time pal- 
ſing by a Bed of Tulips, ſhe eſpied Ber- 
nard her Gardiner (for ſo was he called) 
buſy in Watering them, and eretting, 
ſuch as declined their druping Heads, 
oecaſioned by the Heat of the Sun's too By, 
ſcorching Beams; ſhe had often in this HE. 
Man obſerved a harmlefs native Inno- 
cence, accompanied with acute Ingenui- ſ;-, 
ty, (and indeed a Gardiner, who un- 
derſtands his Buſineſs as he ought to do, e- 
muſt be an ingenious Man) and there. i 
fore imagined it might adminiſter to Put 
her ſome Advantage to hold Diſcourſe oh 
wich him, in what related to the Myſte - Nin 
ry of Gardening, thinking it no underva-1,; 
luing, tho he was her menial Servant, ., 
fince ſhe had often read, That Kings ed 
"Princes, and other great and wiſe Men, hadſhe 
voluntarily become of this Occupation : That yy 
Adam, when Governor of all the World, : 
was employed in it by God him ſelf; ſo that 
coming cloſe to him, whilſt his Hands 
were buſied at his Work ; the Man by hi 
Ear, (his back being towards her) being 
informed of ſome Body's approach, fud: 


uc 
denly ſtarted up, and ſeeing his beauti od 


ful Lady near him, was a little fur. 
r 8 pPriz d 
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Te French Prophet, 13 
priz d, and would have retir'd to give 
her the more Freedom in her Walks; but 
ſhe prevented him, by ſaying, Bernard, 
Fray don't let me hinder you in your Buſt- 
) %s; I cane on purpoſe to obſerve your 
„ Dexterity in Gardening: I ſee you mind it 
8, Nvith a juſt Diligence, though your Lord is 
20 NE ſent. Madam (replied he) I beg your 
11s NLadyſbip's Pardon, in that I tell you, I am 
0- ſho Eye-ſervant, as well knowing I muſt 
di- ſive an Account to God, at well as to Man, 
mn" Bf 1 am negligent in what I promiſe to 
10, Perform, and am intruſted with. Beida- 
re · Iuia ſtood ſurpriſed at the Man's plain, 
to put ingenious Reply; and changing ſome- 
r{e hat the Manner of her Diſcourſe, asked 
ſte · im divers Queſtions about the Virtues, 
va · Natures, Quality, and Produtt ion of Flow-- 
int, rs and Plants, &c. in all which he fatis- 
nge ed her to her Admiration; by which 
hade perceived him better learned in the 
That NAyſteries of Nature, than ſhe expected from 
orldie of his Profeſſion. And to be brief, the 
thatEften held ſuch innocent "Converſation 
andsÞith him, when at any Time ſhe found 

him buſie in the Garden, being much 
e inggelighted to hear him Diſcourſe, how 
ſud: uch of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
autißzod might be learned from the Works 
far-W Creation ; for he had a peculiar Fa- 
r ; __culty 


7 
- 
. 


Q Li 
e 


his unclean Deſires, yet he flat td hin 
ſelf, with Hopes of obtaining his End iff 
Corr 7 her Judgment: In which, | 
# , foun himſelf very much milka, A, 
the Sequel will declare. For the Divigiod i 
e had a farther. Work to do les. 

" Deidam 8 5 


134 The French Convert. 
= culty of Spiritualizing his Employment; 
and making his Buſineſs ſerve, like Jacobs 1 
Ladder, to carry him from Earth toll « 
= Heaven. Which ſometimes cauſed her ] 
BY to reflect, that this Man was ſomething 
=_ more than he appeared to be, (in which a 
_ indeced ſhe was not much miſtaken ) ſo 1 
_A that entertaining a good Opinion of him, c: 
44 ſhe ordered his Lodging to be changed 0! 
48% for a better; and his courſe and home. h. 
1 ly Commons to be enlarged, above what Be 
J mo uſual to thoſe of his Profeſſion and in 
Degree. RG 
ET But now Antonio the Chaplain, how. 23 
_ ever he had appeared like a Saint to hu: 
I Maſter, began to ſhew himſelf a Devil tal 
bis Miſtreſs, and too plainly ſhewed bi % 
I  Cloven Foot; for tho above Fifty Year -- 
of Age, he had for fome Time harboureÞcc. 
WA | — — Jufiful Deſires towards the fair and bea 
_ tious Deidamia, that he was now reſolve 
W | dsc attempt her Chaſtity, And tho be 
= Virtue and. her. ſpotleſs Chaſtity mig 
Y | very well have kept him from pur uin 

| 
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The French, Convert. 15 
Deidamia: ; who being altogether ig- 
norant of what this Wretch deſigned a- 
gainſt her. Honour, frequented her be- 
loved Garden as ſhe uſed to do; and one 
p Evening hearing the Gardener reading in 
Aa lonely Arbour, where he thought Him- 
ſelf ſecure (for he had induſtriouſly con- 
cealed his being a Proteſtant from any 
of the Family) her Curioſity to hear 
him, made her draw nigh ſo ſoſtly that 
he could not hear her: He was then read- 
ing the firſt Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 
Romans, from the 20th to the End of the 
23d Verſe, viz. For the inviſible Things of 
him from the Creation of the World ars 
learly ſeen, being underſtood by the Things 


| big hat are made, even his eternal Power. and 
rear d- head; ſo that :they are without Excuſe : 
ureſbecauſe that when they new God, they glori- 


beau ed him not as God, neither mere chankfat, 
Ne but became vain in their Tmaginations, and 
>» heſÞ-cir fooliſh Hearts were darkned . Profeſe 
558 ng themſelves ta he wiſe. they became. Fools, 
ſuin z“, changed. the Glory f: _ uncorruptible 
hin , into an Image made like, to corruptible 
ad en, and to Bir ds, and f four  footeh. Beats, 
h 54 Creeping Thugs. 15 
en, Haying thus far proceaded, he EM 
Did with, Eyes liſted up po Heaven gave 
40 ng unto ech that he had pr 
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16 The French Convert. 
him Blameleſs fromtheſe Offences againſt 
his Divine Majeſty, which: through Igno- 
rance and Superſtition had over- ſpread the 
greateſt Part of Europe: O Lord, conti- 
nued he, I humbly beſeech thee, as I have 
already ſuffered Perſecution for thy Name's | 
| Sake, and for the Sake of a good Conſcience, 
fo never let me depart from the Ways of thy 
Truth, to change thy incorruptible Glory into 
an Image made like corruptible Man: Ang Har 
when he had ſaid this, Tears ftovd in his YT 
Eyes, and his Words were ſucceeded by Wa 
Sighs, and then by Silence. 8 

Dieidamia, who had all this while at- Nis 
tentively liſtened, found ſomething ine! 

her Mind, that made a ſudden uneaſy Al- Vin 
teration, and thought to have gone away 
undiſcover'd ; but then again, her Zeal 
for the ' Romiſh Religion, which ſhe 

thought he had reproached, by deteſt. 
ing Image-worſhip, carried her ſo far, 
"as ſhe reſolved to give him a ſharp Re- 
primand, leſt he perſiſting farther, unti 
diſcovered by others, might ruin him 
ſelf, tho' her Goodneſs and gentle Na 
ture was not for working him any Injury 
by revealing it. But never was Man mor! 
ſurprized than Bernard when he ſaw herÞein 
whom at that Time of Day he little ſuÞPur! 

_ ſpedted, as not being uſual! yet colledF| em 
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The French Convert. 17 
ling his ſcattered Senſaſ he aroſe from his 
- Jseat, and withal endeavoured to hide his 
e || Bible under his Coat, thinking ſhe had 
j- been newly come, and might neither 
e have heard him Read, nor ſeen his Bible, 
but ſhe in a frowning Manner, contrary 
e, to the wonted Sweetneſs of her Temper, 
by commanded him to deliver it to her, that 
to the Flames might conceal his Fault 
ad and told him, ſhe would not for that 
his Time, diſcover his being converſant with 
by a Book fo ſtrictly by the Church prohi- 
bited to the Laity; for, continued ſhe, it 
is enough that we believe as the Church 
believes without farther Diſpute, of puz-. 
ling our ſelves with thaſe Scruples and 
Niceties, which in all Probability we 


ealfſnay make a falſe Conſtruction of, and 
ſheſÞvyreſt even thoſe Scriptures that are the 
eſt· Rule of our Faith, to our own Damna- 
far, ion. | 23333 5 1 
Rel This ſmart Diſcourſe; and the Frowns 
intilſJn the Fair Deidamia's Countenance, did 
nim pot in this Caſe fo much daunt Bernard, 
Nas in another of leſs Concern it might 
nur dave done; but with ſome Aſſurance, he 
morWFeplied, Ah, Madam ! 1 little thought of 
 herÞeing ſurpriz d by you at my Devotions; _ 
e ſuſPutiince I am, I cannot grant what you 


F emand ; rather you may Command my WM 
in B : Body i 
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"BS Ns to the Flatts, and as a willing 
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3:33 _* prompted her haſtily to interrupt him 
Wt faying, Surely Bernard, you are diſtracted 
or elle, what's worle, a Heretick : 


of this A Book, eſpecially in a 
- Tongue, 1 


The ere 1 


Martyr I will ſooner go, than betray the 
Cauſe of God, in delivering up bis holy 
Word to be conſumed, in which is con- 


: tained all Things neceſſary to Salvation ; 


and it ſhould be in me an apparent Con- 
tempt of that Salvation, ſhould I volun- 
tarily, or through Fear, caſt it from me. 
As to your ſaying, Madam, 7 5998 the 
Church has prohibited the Leity wail 

2 11 1 
readily grant it; but, © moſt 
virtuous Lady, you little know their 
Policy in that, it is not that they fear or 


tare what Miſconſtructions Men make 


of it. z becauſe it is like Arrows in the 
Hagd-of a Giant, ſtrong againſt their 


 Worldly Intereſt, plainly diſcovering 


their Errors, groſs Idolatries. He 
would bave proceeded, but Heat of Zeal 


too 
you to be Wiſer and more Reaſonable 
when I diſcour ſed you the other Day 
Truly, Madam, replied he, as for m 
being in my right Senſes, L bleſs Almigh 
ty. God, he has-in mY Mercy? Hithert 
continued them to me; and for my be 


ſwe 


* 


The French come 1 v4 o- | \ 1 
ng ſwers for me, when he was accuſed before - 
the 


Felix, ſaying, But this I confeſs unto theeg. * 4 
oly after the Way which they call Hereſie, fo Wor- vn ii l 
on- if (hip I the God of my Fathers; believing all E 11 
N 2 Things that are Written in the Law and the 
on- Prophets, Upon this, Deidamia, who by _ 
un- Nature was all Goodneſs, Gentleneſs, and 2 
me. egen pe began to moderate ber An- E | 
the ger, and to confider a little what he had 
1255 5 uf 94 her Zeal for the Religion ſhe - nal 
IS e, made her mildly Rebuke him, a 
moſt WM and' ay. before him the Danger: he was 
their in, if his Opinion was diſcovered; bid- a 
ar or ding him be Cautious and Wiſe in hat = 
make he did; though for her Part he need: not 9 
1 thefl fear but ſhe would lock up What ſhehad ml 
thei diſcovered, in her Breaſt, and it ſhould 7 
erngWl paſs no farther 3 and fo deparings, left £7 
— He him in ſome Confuſion. 5 We ke” _— '# 

f Zeal Deidamia retiring; t. her Chamber, "= 
him began to conſider What Hä Paſſed, . 2 


acted remembred ſhe had often Wept in her 1 
tool tender Years, when ſhe head che Cruel- = 
nableWf ties the Roman Catholicks uſed towards the W 
Day Hugenots or Proteſt arts in France; and 148 
or m diſapproving of their perſecuting Spirit, TY 
Imigli as not of God; zwhoſe chisfeſt Attribute is 


ithert! Mercy, tender Compaſſion, and Fargigeneſs7 - A 


my. bY who, on the contrary, ſhe, found thoſe 
Paul al 


who wade Religion ſo much their Boat. it 


{we B 2 
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20 The French Convert. 
ſoo very Cruel, that far from the Inſtance - 
cot our Saviour's refuſing to call for Fire I p 

from Heaven to conſume thoſe that had 5 
WE injuriouſly and deſpightfully uſed him, _ 
they made their very Worſhip and Devo-WF >. 
tions a Snare, to bring thoſe under their ] 

eruel Handlings, who had no wiſe offend- 
ed them, but in being ſeperated from 

them, and moving according to the Dic- 3 

rates of their Conſcience. She had like- 

wife obſerved the Harmleſſneſs and In- 2 

offenſive Manner of Living in the Perſe- P 
cuted, and often ſhewed ſome Diſlike of} 
the Looſneſs and Unehriftian Practices of G 
the Perſecutors ; ſo that altho? ſhe had 
a good Opinion of the Romiſh Religion, 
LS 2s having been brought up in it from her f tg 

Wi. Infancy, yet had ſhe not ſo of many of ha 
che Profeſfors of it, who apparently de-, 
SE Zzogated from the Ways of Virtue, and fe: 
do encourage Vice. th 
tibi wrought ſome Labourings in her de 
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Mind, through the gracious Operation 
ot the Holy Spirit; and in her Night- ISK 
Thoughts more ſeriouſly reflecting on fre 

many Things, and particularly on the 

Gardener's Expreſſion out of St. Paul's Fa 
Words to Felix the Governor, inferring}. 
from thence, That it muſt be the Since- 
rity of the Heart towards God, more 
1 than 


The French Convert. 
than the She w or out ward Name, or Pro- 


feſſion of any Religion. that renders the 1 


Perſon, acceptable in his Sight. In the 
midſt of theſe Cogitations and Debates, 
within her ſelf, ſhe found ſomething (as 
'twere by an over-ruling Power) ſtrong- 
ly move her to a Deſire of farther Con- 


verſing with Bernard, about the Funda- 


mentals of his Religion; which by the 
Popiſh Prieſts, as well in their Pulpits, as 
private Converſation, had been repre- 
ſented. fo Odious, Damnable, and to be 
Deteſted. 

The Morning no ſooner ſummon'd the 


J Gardener to viſit his Flowers and Plants, 


and perform his uſual Task in Watering 
and Ordering'em ; but Deidamia,whohad 


taken little Reſt that Night, aroſe ; and _ 
having performed her Oriſons, and then 


refreſhing her ſelf with a moderate Re- 
fection, took an Opportunity between 
that and Dinner time to enter the Gar- 
den privately, at a Door that opened 
into it from her Apartment; and to 
dkreen the better what ſhe intended, 
from prying Eyes, took divers Turns, 5 
and gathered Poſies of Flowers, and then | 
Fanning her ſelf, as if the Heat offended: WM 
her, paſſing many Winding Alleys, over- 
Tread. with PR i ſhe came 1 
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to the. A fore· mentioud Arbour, and 
again ſurprized the Gardener in his Me- 
ditations: The Man was not under any 
Confternation at her coming, but rifing | 
and bowing.low, would have departed} 
out of good Manners, to give her the ſole Þ 
Freedom of that pleaſant Bower; but 
me laid her Commands on him to ſtay, 
ſaying, She had conſidered of his former 
Diſcourſe, and had made it her Buſineſs 
to find bim out, that he might give her 
ſome better Reaſon for the Opinion he 
held, then yet he had done. 
His Modeſt y; and his humble Thoughts 
he conceiv'd of himſelf, wou'd ſcarce give 
him Leave to fit down, though ſhe often 
commanded him ſo to do; but at laſt he 
"complied, and then ſhe asked him, Upon} 
what Ground and Foundation the Baſis of his} 
e ; 
Gardener. ot is founded on the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Teſtament, 
which were written by Men inſpired by 
the Holy Ghoſt, and given for our In- 
ſtruction and Learning : it is only the 
Word of God that can warrant the Truth 
of any Poſſe ſſion in Religious Matters; 
and that we Proteſtants (through God's 
Aſſiſtance) labour to conform and live 
up to. 


| Deidamia, 


in the miſinterpreting the Scriptures, and 
Fall into groſs Hereſies, as our Church charges 


them, left, like Weapons put into the Hands 
of Idots, or Madmen, they injure themſelves if 
and others thereby. "+ "ol 


deal plainly with you in this Point? 


heard were ſo or no; and we have ma- 
Book of the Lord and Read, Ia. 34. 16. 


the Scriptures daily, Acts 17. 11. Let the 
Mord of God dwell vichiy n u., Coli 3. 16. 
From a Child thou haſt known the Seriptures, 
2 Tim. iii. 15. Take the Sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God, Eph. 6. 17. And 
many others that. l might mention, which 
are to be found in 


The French Convert. = 23 J 
Deidamia. Ay, but you may be miſtaken 


you; and therefore has ſtrictly forbid the 


Laity of our Communion to meddle with 


Gard. Ah! Lady, ſhall I be free, and 4 


Dead. With all my Heart, let me hear 1 
what you can ſay in Anſwer toit ?« 

Gard. All Scriptures are given for our 
Learning, God is willing we ſhould know - 4 
his revealed Will, that we may be the 
better enabled to perform it. St. Paul 
commends the Bereans, and calls them 
Noble, becauſe they ſearched the Scrip- 
tures, to ſee whether the Things they Y 


ny Commands for this; as, Seeꝶ ye the | 


8 


They were more Noble, in that they ſe 


the Scriptures; and 
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this not commanded to Some, but to Al! 
that ſeek Salvation. 

Died. Certainly if our Church haue Nos 
this fit, they would not have denied it ; but 


being dangerous to Souls, it ought to be re- 
Hraine d 


Gard. It is indeed dangerous to break | 
God's Commandments, and to teach Men | 


ſo. to do, and to make the Word of God 
of none effect by Human Tradition. We 


know the Woes Chrift pronounced againſt | 


the Phariſees for theſe Things. 


Deid. Why, who are guilty of this? The | 


church of Rome, the Holy Catholick Church, 


4 it has many Ages been ſtiled, is ſurely f 


unſpotted of ſuch Crimes, 

Gard, I with | could ſay it was not, 
but it deeply is guilty, as in many other 
- Particulars, ſo moſt eminently in this, 


rat it profeſſes no Man is obliged to re- 


ceive the Scriptures as the Word of God, 


uw or to believe any of it, but for the Teſti- 


- gy of your Church : and to awe Men 
ts ſuch a Behief, Threats of Damnation 
are uſed, as well as the Magiſtrates 

Swords, and cruel Torments by Inquiſi- 
tions; and indeed it is not done without 
Ground : This is done to hinder prying 
into their * Idolatries, Errors, and 


os 
8 LY 


Super- 
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Superſtitions, derogatory to the Scrip- | 
tures, and expreſs Command of God. 

Deid. Sure you are beſides your ſelf: Nor 
can you prove this; but being fallen from 
the Church, do this only in Prejudice and 
Spight, to lay a Stain upon its Virgin In 
nocence. 

Gard. No; * is apparent from this 4 
Word of God, and even from Reaſon it 
ſelf, in thoſe that will conſider, and are 
not blinded with Ignorance, which your 
Church in her Senſe truly ſtiles the Mo- 8 
ther of Devotion. 2 

Deid. Can an y ſuch Thing be in a 
that is Infallible? And to prove that ut 1 
ſo, it is ſaid. to be built upon St. Peter; 
he is the Rock. ſpoken VF; and this Rock FJ 
doth, together with St. Peter, include hi- 
Succeſſors, and the Church built on this Rqek 
(that is united to, and built upon the Pope) 4s | 
Infallible; for it. is ſaid, The Gates of | 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 

Gard. Pardon me, Lady, if I y, There | 
is no Agreement among the Chürch⸗men 
about this infallible. Judge; ſome” will 4 


| have it the Pope, fome a General Council, [ | 


and others both; none of your Writers 
have yet concluded on it. However, 1 


theſe Words are perverted; for it is more 


able, that not Peter's Perſon but his 
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26 The French Convert. 
_ Doftrine or Confeſſion concerning Chriſt, is 
_ the Rock upon which the Church is built, 
WE Scripture is its beſt Interpreter: It is not 
Peter, but Chriſt, is the Foundation of the 
Church, as here in my Bible you may ſee, | 
by the 28th Chapter and 16th Verſe of | 
aiab, compared with 1 Per. 2, 6, 7,8. 
which you may pleaſe to read, [which 
e did]. It is moreover expreſly ſaid, 
r Cr. 3. 11. Other Foundation can no Man | 
, than that is laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. 


% 


And this is the more conſiderable, be- 
uſe he ſpeaks againſt thoſe that made | 
thE%*Apoſties to be Foundations, ſaying, 
I am of Paul, another of Apollos, or Cephas; 
and if this is ſpoke of Peter, no more is 
ſaid of him here, than is ſpoke of all the 
Prophets and Apoſtles, Epheſ. 2. 20. Te 
are built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles 
and Prophets. * 
Deid. Well, I am not much learned in 
this Myſtery; but, pray, what as Erroneous 
EEE car you aſſign in our Worſhip, or any ot her 
wi Thing the Church holds, as abſolutely ne- 
IR ceffary ?. 1 80 
IE Gard. The paying Divine Adoration 
to Angels and Saints, expreſly contrary to 
= God's Commands, and derogatory to his 
Honour, who alone .ought to be wor- 
thipped in Heaven and Earth; and to 
= * Worſhip 


WAS. +. * 
1 4 Nr 8 


n 


2 * -Y; | EN ** 1 5 0 1 _ TX 4 — > 
2 Ll * „ As LIE _ = > 2 3 
C . 4 1 * 1 


— ernment — 1 — <I> —— — — —— rr 


— 


'T, Le Fren ch Cor vert. 


worſhip any other, either Saint or Angel, 

or any Creature, is Idolatry, and a Breach | 

of the Second Commandment: I 
Deid. May, not too haſty; we do not 


worſhip the Angels and Sages 1 God, wih 


the higheſt Worſhip, which is only proper to 


God; but with an inferiour Kind of Religi- ") 3 | 


ou Worſhip, that they __ preſent our 1 
plications to him. 

Gard. There is no Interceſſor or Me. 
diator but Chriſt jeſus, who is appoints; 
ed to perform that Office; If any Man 
want Wiſdom, let him ask of God, James 1 7 A 
5. Neither of Saints nor Angels. Come 
to me, faith our Saviour, and I will in no 
wiſe caſt you out. This free Invitation 
ſhews us, he alone is to receive our Peti- 
tions, and preſent them to his Father. 
There is alſo Image-worſhip brought cun- 
ningly by Prieſts, gain Worldiy Ad- 
vantage; and pretende&:Miracles, to 
draw the Ignorant to pay *their Devotion 4 
more at one Place than at ahether, im- 
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Gard, It is a MiC- repreſentation of our 
| Saviour s Words ; for if he had ſo meant, 
as the Church of Rome hold it, when he 
: break the Bread, he muſt have held him. 
ſelf in his own Hands, and eat himſe? 
= yet fill fit whole and entire at the a- 
= ble; his whole Body muſt bein the Mouth 
of every Communicant at once, and that 
Body in Millions of Places at a Time, 
broken and unbroken, and be ſubje& to 
Putrefraction; and therefore the Words, 
This is my Body, doth not intend, This 
dot ſignify my Body : And upon the fame 
= Account our Saviour is called a Door, a 
Rock, a Vine; yet none can be ſo void f 
Unclerſtanding, to believe he was turn- MW 
ed into any of theſe. And therefore when 
he break the Bread, and gave the Cup, 
he did it only, that when Chriſtian Con- 
gregations were met on ſolemn Occaſi- | 
ons to celebrate his Worſhip, they ſhould. | 
do it in Remembrance of him, till his 
coming in Glory at the laſt Day, as the 
immediate Words explain, and it is ab- 
ſurd to believe, that the Prieſt's uttering 
a few Words over a Wafer, can make 
. It a God, or chat Body offered on tlie 
Croſs? = N 
| Deid. Du amaze me. But pray what 4 
3 you 1 about Purgatory ? J. there ſuch a 
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Place, where Souls are to endure their Pur- 
gations after Death, that go not immediately 
to Heaven, and by. Maſſes and Frome may 

; h releaſed ſooner: or later. 

Gard. It is a Tradition lately brought 
in, and with it hath brought much in- 
ereaſè of Wealth to the Church. The 

Word of God allows only Heaven for 

_ WH thoſewhoſhall be made Veſſels of Mercy; mm 

} and Hell for thoſe whoſe Sins have pro; _ 

, voked him to caſt them down. to thoſe m_=— 

diſmal Regions of Sorrow, and eternal E =z 

Woe: No Prayers after N being ! a- Eo 

available. 1 

f Deid. Theſe Notions are as. Nw as WM 

- [W. Strange to me, have you any Authentick 3 

pl Proof of this ? =o 

p Gard; Ves; The revealed: Word of 1 

d dd is a ſacred: Proof beyond all Denial 

- WW The Rich Man in Hell lifted up bis Eyes be- 


d ing in Torment, Luke 16. 23. They ſhall fir i 
is down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in 
1e the Kingdom of Heaven, but the other ſnal 
b- be cafs, into utter Darkneſs, where. (ball be 
Weeping. and Gnaſbing of Teeth; Matth. 28. 
12. He that belieueth ſhall be ſaved, aid 
ie be that believeth not ſhall be damned, Matt. 
: 26. 16. Here is no ſuch Thing as a Purga- al 
4 - tory: to be found; it is only the Blood of 
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30 The French Convert. 
and from all Uncleanneſs of Fleſh and 
Spirit, to preſent our Souls Blameleſs 
and Unſpotted to his Father: By this 
under ſtand thoſe that die in the Lord, 
need not our Prayers, and thoſe that die 
min their Sins no Prayers can avail them 
for in the Grave there is no Repentance ; 
As the Tree falls, fo it muſt lie, whether 
it falls towards the North, or towards the 
South, where it falls there it muſt lie. 
There is only two Extreams, North and 
South, no middle Way, or Purgatory for 
it to fall in. And as Death leaves us, ſo 
Judgment will aſſuredly find us. 
He would have proceeded, - but ſhe 
"opt him, ſaying, Pray, how long have you 

. been of this Opinion? | ; | 

| _ Gard, Ever ſince God was pleaſed to 
= enlighten me with his Grace, to be at- 
tente to his holy Word, and to be 


guided by it, 1 | | 
Deid. Fas you ever then of the Church of | 
Rome? 2 
Gard. In my younger Years I was, but 
through Mercy, being made ſenſible by 
the | Scriptures of the Corruptions and 
Errors of that Church, by the Aſſiſtance 
"of a worthy Divine, I hope, with St. Paul, 
nothing ſhall he able to ſeparate me from 
the Love of God, which is in Chrift ba 
r us, 
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De French Convert. 
ſus. I will not offend your Lady ſhip's | 
chaſte Ears with the Hiſtory of the De- 


baucheries and wicked Lives of divers. 


Popes, and moſt of the Clergy ; but will 
pray. Heaven to defend you. from either 


Luſt or Revenge. And ſince I have 
by a free Confeſfion put my Life in your 


Weed I humbly ſubmit i it to your: Eg | 


neſs, to 


Here again ſhe interrupted him, and 
demanded, Why the Religion he Ee ö 


was called the Proteftant Religion? 


To which he replied, As for Wing S IJ 2 
called, it is to diſtinguiſh it from that of wa 


the Romiſh ; it came from ſeveral Princes 
and Cities of Germany, 'who upon the 
Preachings of good Men, and. their ex- 
emplary Lives, proteſted againſt the Uſur- 


pations of the Romiſh Church and its Er- 


rors. That it was no New Decttine, but 
the Truth of Primitive Chriſtianity, Con- 


feſſed, Aſſerted, and Purged from the 


Corrupti ions of Popery, taking the reveal- 
ed Will of God for its Guide. 
At this 5 pauſed a. while; and 


then taking his Bible, looked over the 


facred Prooſs he had turned down in 
Order; and her Colour went and came 
ſo, that he eaſily perceived her Mind was 


ladouring under ſome ce, and 


ſo 


wo — 


b 1 
8 8 9 2 
_—_- 


<A p at Se 
2 . 
wo 
— N 


r 


, 33 5 * CEP 
r 
ö * * 
EE - N 5 , 
* 
0 Y 


— 


— — 3 
ERA NT Or I i 
5 — 

— 2 
7 N 


—— 3. 
— 


„ „e 


3 


— 


. ͤ —— 
* —— Ion Ys, 3 


PPP 
— " mg OT EE" . ä 9 2 * * 
: 7 . A © 

* 
: + ” 


— 2 Wr 
GEE ae. 


m_ 


: 1 N = 2 i, \ , 
_ a, * i C a _ 
c * rn OO ET EIT OT TI ů — F 
—— — =— em * — — > OY 
* 


= 
— — £ p 


— ASS — 
Py * * 
* p 


— —  —  _— 


without hazarding your temporal Quiet 


ſpiſed; and the holy Apoſtle accounts all 
in Compariſen of enjoying Chriſt Feſi * : 
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To giving it him again, ſhe went away 1 
without ſpeaking a Word. | 

. This ſomewhat perplex'd the Gardener, It 
as fearing ſhe was diſpleaſed with what i 
he had ſaid; but her ſending for him Ml « 
F privately to her Chamber the next 
Morning, under the Notion of bringing s 
»  . her ſome choice Flowers, baniſht all Fear 
in him; when they two being only left Þ x 
together, the- gently: led him into the It 
© Cloſet, and ſnutting the Door to be more l 
Private, ſaid, O Bernard, (fetehing a deep o 
Sigh, your Yeſterday's Diſcourſe has much It \ 
broken my laſt Night's Re; Ihavebeen It 
meditating on it, and find abundance of a 
Reaſon in what you ſay; you have (as p 
St. Paul ſaid in another Caſe) almoſt per- I. 
ſuaded me to be of your Perſuaſiou: | wiſh o 
to God, moſt virtuous Lady (replied he) I t 
might bean humble Inftrument in God's p 
| Hand, to do any Thing that may redound h 
to his Glory, and the Good and Welfare Wit 


of your precious and. immortal Soul, 


and Peace, or expoſing you to any Dan- 
ger; tho for a Cromn of Life and Immor- 
tality: All earthly Things are to be de- 


this World's Good but as Droſs and Dung, 


n 
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( ſaid ſhe) this is my A im, and if God ena- 
bie me with his affiſting Grace, ] kope, 


through his Mercy. to attain it. 1 have 
indeed (continued ſhe) to my great Grief, 


obſerved the Looſe and Profane Manner 


of Living of thoſe that profeſs our Reli- 


gion; alledging, That a Confeſſwn, with 
Abſolution, and ſome other Works, will 


purge- them from their Sins, and gam - 
them that Bleſſedneſs in the End, which 
| | could never heartily believe they would 


obtain by them: And ſince I have more 
ſeriouſly conſidered God's Ward, expreſly 
to the contrary, I cannot believe that 


any thing but ſincere and unfeigned Re- 
pentance in the Courſe of an unſpotted 


Life, can purchaſe (through the Merits 
of my Saviour) thoſe end leſs Glories and 
tranſcendent Bleflings that God hath 


promiſed to-poor Mortals. —— She would 5 1 
have proceeded, but the falling Teatss 

ſtopt her Utterance, and Bernard had an 
inward Rejoycing to ſee her brought to 


this paſs; whereupon he comforted her 


od's Mercies and Promiſes. In brief, 
ze had made her ſenſible Co, the Errors 
ne had been brought u , e chen 
pened (from Point to Pot) © 
aged Miracles, ay Ye Ns, the 
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ith good Advice, and the Cordials of I ' 1 


—— OR. TOY 


——_ 
_— 
: 
4 


7 

4 
5 

h 


34 The.Prench Convert. 
impoſing on People with Pardon and In- 
dulgence to get Money, the Whoredoms, 
Murders, and Inceſts of many Popes, Car- 
dinals, and Prelates of the Romiſh Church 
their Unreaſonableneſs in prohibiting 
Prieſts Marriage, which is immediately 
appointed by God, and the allowing them 
by Canons and Decrees the Embraces of 
Concubines, or to commit Adultery, ex- 
preſly contrary to the Command of the 
Almighty, for as much as he has expreſly 
ſaid, Thoſe that do theſe Things ſhall not in- 
herit eternal Life.---- He would have pro- 

ceeded, but hearing the Sound of Feet 
coming up Stairs, ſhe haſtened him down 

à back Way with ſo much Precipitation, 
that he left his Bible behind him, which fl c 
me luckily ſeeing, locked up in a Scr:-M F 
tore. 0 1 
I have told you before, That Father: 
Antonio the Prieſt, forgetting his Functi -I » 
on, Duty, and Diſtance, gave way to 
- his unruly and lawleſs Paſſion, and was 

then blundering up Stairs to find her in 
Private, having almoſt fluſtered himſelt 
with Wine on, purpoſe either to be more 
confident in is v icked Deſign, to tell her 
is nauſeous Love, or ra- 
Pf, that if being reproved, 
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. The French Convert. 35 
n- || his Impertinency; and lay (as too many 
as, do) the Blame of their Folly on that 
ar- which is rather an Aggravation of their 
Crime, i. e. their Drunkeuneſs; and {6 
ſurpriſing, however he came, that put- 
ting his Noſe over the Upper- ſtep, juſt as 
the Gardener poſted out at the private 
Door, he had a Glimpſe of the back Parts al 
of his Garments, as it afterwards appear-"" na 
ed; but at that Time took no Notice f ml 
any ſuch Thing. Deidamia ſeeing Anto- Wt 
nio coming towards her in a very pleaſant ⁵⁸ 
Humour, demanded with a modeſt De- 
cency, what Occaſion brought him thi- 
ther to diſturb her Retirement? # i 

Ah! (ſaid the. impudent Prieft\ who. 
could not long keep down'his boiling 4 
Paſſion) your two fair Eyes, ſweet "Lady, KM 
like Load-ſtones, have drawn me to you; MM 
that beauteous tempting Face of yours "has We 
made me forget my ſelf, with my Duty s WW 
my Lord, and the Truſt It ee in me. 
Why certainly, ſaid Desti (eahing 
in her Patience to bridle her Paſſion) ou 
are beſide your ſelf, Antonio. What 
mean you by this Kind of Diſcourſe ? If 
am beſides my ſelf (replied he almoſt 
rying) yoar fair ſelf is the-Cauſe © of it, 
hoſe Beauty, like Arrows, have wounded | 
y Heart, and fickned my Brain I wiſh 5 
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36 The French Convert. 
had never ſeen ſuch Amiableneſs in Noman- 


kind; but ſince I have been ſs unfortunate W-' 
as to be your fetter d Captive, take ſome W" 
Compaſſion on me, and eaſe my Sufferings, W* 
What Sufferings? replied Deidamia, * 
frowning, or what can be the Senſe of 
all this looſe Stuff? Why then, (replied 
be) to be ſerious in plain Terms, I love F* 
_ you; and that ſo paſſionately, that unleſs 
50s condeſcend to make me ſuitable Returns, 
I ſhall have no Peace nor- Quiet; but muft 
he miſerable and wretched eternally. Then 
( faid ſhe) be you ſo: What have you 
ſeen of any looſe misbecoming Behavi- e 
our in me, that you ſhould dare to ſpeak 
thus to me? This, like a J hunder- bolt, n 
truck him Mute; when ſmoothing her ble 
Brows, and growing a little calmer, ſhe *< 
ſaid, Come, come, Antonio, I took you 
for another Man; yeu profeſs Sanctity, ef 
and admoniſh others to lead a holy Life; 
is this Pretenſion then real, or is it only thy 
feigned, to try my Virtue? I proteſt, 
ſaid he, lifting up both his Hands, it «© 
real, and I cannot help it. Why, ſaid ſhe, 
would you commit ſo great Wicked -e 
neſs if you. might, and make yourſel lo 
guilty of a Crime ſo heinous? Ab! Lady, 
replied he, #/ that be all, I can abſolve yea” 
by the Power given me from the Seeof Rome: eb; 
. | | — Con ſeni e 


| | | —_ 
= De French Convert. 3 EY 
te Conſent but to let me enjoy you, your Penance 
ne all be always eaſie; I'll get a Diſpenſation 
MN your Marriage Vows from the Pope, with 
85 Pardons, Indulgences, or any Thing, for Sinn 
of ef, and thoſe that are to come: Nay, Ill do al 
ed y thing, ſo I do not fall under your Diſplea- 43 
ve ure: Let me alone for the Reſt, and —— 
:i. This Infolence ſo much diſpleaſed the * "nal : 
ue, Virtuous Lady, that the could hear no . ne 
uſt nore, nor bear it any longer; but com- 
en nanded him out of her Preſence: Yet 
ou (Eould not be rid of him, till ſne threat- HY 
vi. ped to call up the reſt of her Servants. 
22; Wbereupon he went Muttering away; va 
alt; nd for two Days after, as much as poſſi- MY 
her le he could, he ſhunned coming into her a 
ſheſ&reſence ; which much pleaſed her; for a 
you ine could not behold him but with H or- 
ity, or and Deteſtation. $050 e 
ife; This Attempt however, in one Senſe, © al 
only through the vyer-ruling Providence and = 
teſt  oodneſs of God, who is wonderful in al 
it ounſel, and excellent in Working, a mm 
ſhe, en make the greateſt Wickedneſs of his 
ked-&r<atures, ſerve the Purpoſe of his own nl 
vial lory) worked to her Advantage; for nl 
* hy e Believed now all true which the Gar- 1 A 
; yet ener had told her, about the wicked ny 
ome ebauched Lives of the Romiſh: Clergy, | j 
nſen nce this vilainous Fapiſt had not ſcrup- 


committed; 
ragement, the plainly faw it muſt conſe. 


eaſy and ignorant People to the Com- 
miffion of many Sins: Therefore the re. 


vn, or hear Maſs; ſometimes upon Pretency 
of Indiſpoſition, and at other Limes pur. 
poſely going Abroad, at the uſual Time 


ferences with theGardener, which (as to 
Particulars) for Brevity's Sake l muſt of 
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: 2 +0-hrofer the Pope's Pardon: for no leß hv! 


than 3512" ihe and that before it. was Wot 


by which Means or Encou:ſþis 
quently be that they frequently temptedſe- 
ſolved to leave theſe blind Guides, and 


take the Word of God for her Leader and 
Inſtructor; forbearing to come to Confeſſ 


of either; and holding ſome other Con- 


= ©  Neceſliy paſs o r. I 
_ - She found in her ſelf a ſtrange ini arc 
118M to the Religion ſhe'had been brought ne 
nin; and having procured a Bible in tod. 
wt - French Tongue, took ſuch Delight in Read 
ig it, that whenever ſhe had Time ; ſs 
r Retire, it was not out of her Hand; ye ua! 
ue kept this as ſecret as poflible, RY 2 
being ready at it her ſelt, dot the Gal id. 


were the ſtrongeſt A. gumens againſt the Et 
bor of Popery, and where the Abominatia 
=_ i -#f the Myſtical Babylon was pointed at. Th 
_ 1 0 cas did, __ gave Praiſe to Go 


dener to turn her down 3 1 Frooks, 4 
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de French Conbert, 39 
sho had made him inftrumenthl. in fo | 
good a Work; tho' he was no ignorant 
is Life was liable to pay for it if it were 
liſcovered. She likewiſe laid aſide her 
Beads and Crucifix, converſed no more 
with Roſaries, or the Legends of pretende! 
paints; and tho' the found ſome Temp- 
ations and Fears at the Beginning, yet 
requently praying to God, th&overcame 
atan's Wiles, and found abundance of 
oy and Comfort enlightning her Soul * 
that ſhe could not forbear breaking 38 
ut into Raptures of Praiſes and Thank. ll 
ving, for the wonderful Change (by {© - WY 
range and unexpetted Means) wrought -- 
| her Soullu 5 2 NEE 
Whilſt this virtuous Lady and he M1 
ardener held their private Correſpont 
2nce, in diſcourſing of the Things of ul 
od, and Incouraging and © Exhorting - 
ch other to Perſeverance ard Stedfaff. 
ſs in Truth, Antonie and Rene, 
ually, burning with Luftful Deſires 8 


46 


joy the tender Beauties of the Far 


_— ——— — 
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* 
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eidamia, were plotting and contrixing 

dw their lawleſs Deſigns might beſt be 
ought about, tho' each plotted hy him- 
f, (for as yet they were ignorant of 
ch other's Paſſion). The wfainous 1 
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ieſt (as you have already heard) hg 
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40 De French Convert. 
been Repulſed with Indignation by the di. 
chaſte ber which inward]y tormented 
him, brought him almoſt to his Wits 
End; but the other (Pronovius) had ac 
made no Tryal of her Vertues, and wait. Nof 
ed a favourable Opportunity to do it; andi th. 
therefore he thinks, meditates, and caſti loc 
many Things in his Mind, (till at laſt (hi tre 
Paſſion emboldening him) he was re ſol. 
ved to break the Ice with a Letter; and 
if the took no Notice of that, to ſecond 
it with his Perſonal Addreſs: But hoy 
he ſhould do this with Privacy aut 
Safety, he was at a Stand for a Time; 
for he feared to truſt any Body to delive 
it, left his Criminal "gh ſhould take air 
and to deliver it himſelf, would lod 
too daſtardly, as if he was not capable 
or at leaft durſt not ſpeak for himſelf 

however, in a little while he met with 
a it Opportunity; for Deidemia accider 
tally dropping her Hand kerchief, as ib 
paſſed through a large Gallery that ls 
to her Apartment, he carefully took! 
up, and folding up his Letter in it (which 
he had readily ſealed by him) he gave 
to her Gentlewoman to give it to 
Lady, telling her he found it in the Lo 
Gallery. The Gentlewoman knowing 
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De French Convert. 414 
diately carried it to her, who received 


0 it from her, without knowing. any thing 
ts Mot a Letter being in it; and afferwards 
daccidentally taking the Handkerchief out 


t. Jof her Pocket, the Letter dropt out upon 


aa the Ground, which the taking up, and 
looking upon the Superſcription, was ex- 
ef tremely ſurprized to find it directed to 
her (elf ; and haſtily opening it, was 


much more ſo, to find the Contents there- 
by as followeth: > > 21572 hl 


* 


your Beauty makes me forget the Station 
I am in, and imboldens me to own 4 Paſſon 

I bave laboured in vain to hide: To h brief, 
Dear Lady, I am ſo captivated” hy your” 
Charms and ſingular Perfections, that I am 
conſtrained to ſay, I love you infinitely above 
all mortal Creatures; and ſince it appears to 
me unreaſonable any one Man ſhould Ma. 
nopolix e ſo ineftimable a Treaſure, give me 


ve to hope; and don't ſuffer me to Lan- 
k Mui and Die, but render the Balm of your 
hid Kindneſs to cure the Wounds which your 


bright Eyes haue made in your other ways 
wretched Servant, tO 
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The Reading of this Letter filled her 
with Bluſhes, Anger, and Amazement, 
at the unparallelled Boldneſs and Villany 
of the Author of it, and ar firſt was re. 
ſolving to commit it to the Flames, or 
to tear it in Pieces, but upon ſecond 
Thoughts, ſhe laid it up in her Cloſet, 
where ſhe vexed and fretted her ſelf, that 
me was thus left among ſuch ungrateful 
Wretches, that dared ſo much to ſuſpett 

her Virtues, and meaſure them by their 
oven wicked and filthy Inclination, as to 
preſume ſhe would defile her Marriage- 
Bed; being more grieved for this Diſco- 
very, than the former; for ſhe knew the 
Prieſt had ſomething of the Libertine in 
him, but this Man ſhe had held to be ho- 
neſt and virtuouſly inclin'd till now; and 
to him the thought to have diſcovered 
/Antonio's Folly. if he perſiſted in it; that 
by Shame ard Reproofs he might have 
reclaimed him. But now ſhe ſcarce 
knew who to truſt; and could not there- 

fore but tremble at the Apprehenſions of 
ſome Violence that might be offered 
her from thoſe Luſtful Miſcreants, whole 
Sight now very much diſpleaſed her, 
She thought once or twice of diſplacing 
them; but found their Authority in the 
Family was ſo great, that in her Lord's 
Abſence 
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The Berbel Convert. 4. 
Abſence ſhe could not do it: Whereupon 
ſhe fell on her Knees to implore God's 
Mercy and Protection, commending her 
ſelf wholly to his Care and Providence, 

2 and begging of Him to be her Guardian, 

„ {Wand Protector. | 
at Though Deidamia's Mind « on thaſe' furs 
ful prizing Attempts on her Honour, Was 
ed variouſly toſſed, till at laſt came to a WA 
eirl ſettled Reſolution prudently to conceat - WY 
to what had paſſed, at leaft till her Lord 1 
e. came Home, for fear of Scandal and Di- 
0. ſturbance: Vet Fronovius might well read 
che in ber Countenance whenever the came 
in into her Preſence, that ſne had read his 
ho. Letter, and how ſhe reſented i itz which 
nd made Rick ſtruggle to overcome his Paſſi- 
red on, but in vain; for like Oyl thrown 
hat Non Fire, the Oppoſition his lewd Defires WY 
ave met with, made him burn the fiencer'; 
ſo that he reſobred to find am Oppe = 
nity. to throw himſelf at her Feet; and 


« of diſcover his Paſſivn to her by Word of 

red Mouth and whilſt he: waited for à con 

als venjent Time and Place todo it, he per- 
ceived che Gardener often to tome in and 


go out very chearful, as highly pleaſed 
and contented; and chat though Ne 
carried her Fruits and Flowers, vet his 

* I Paſſion and: Jealouſie made Him 
1 . ben 


Y 4 7 be French Content. 
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believe there was ſomething more in it. 
Alton io the Prieſt had alſo obſerved the 


like, and had much the ſame Sentiment, 


Which emboldened them the more to 
perſiſt in their wicked and unclean De- 
ſires, and to continue to perſecute the 
chuſtè Lady with their deteſted Proffers 
of lawleſs Lox e concluding, that if one 
of ſo low a Rank could be in Favour, 
they in Time could not miſs of obtaining 
what they ſought; and ſo blinded with 
Paſſion, and purſuing. what they aimed 
at, (though, as has been ſaid, unknown 
to each other) they kept a watchful Eye 


: upon the Actions of Deidamia, whoſe 


Mind was taken up in Contemplating 
the Divine Perfections of him who is 
Fairer than the Childreniof Men, being 


every Day more confirmed in the Truth 
of her Religion, bleſſing and praiſing 
God, that by ſo wonderful and unex- 


peted a Meads: bad brought her out of 
Darkneſs and Errors, into the marvellous 
Light of his Truth, and engaged her 
Heart to Embrace: and Entertain it a- 
2 75 her chief Joy; partly looking on 
the Trouble ſhe had from Antonio and 


Fronovius, thoſe Brethren in Iniquity, a 


Temptations or Tryals to confirm het 
8 0 * overcoming them, in the 


The French Convert. 43 


Doctrine ſne had ſo lately embraced; in 
which ſhe firmly reſolved to perſeyere 
againſt all Temptations whatever, 

But whilſt theſe Things paſſed, Frono- 
vius had received no other Anſwer to his 


*- Letter, but Deidamia's angry and\much- 

16 chang' d Countenance towards him, which 

she would not take for an abſolute Re- 

* pulſe, and therefore was reſolved to have 
7 


her poſitive Anſwer: To obtain Which, 
ns as Deidamia was one Morning, leaning 
upon the Window in her Chamber, and 
looking into the Garden, he ſtole, folt- 
ly up Stairs, and was got into her 
ei Chamber juſt behind her, before the 


oſe heard him, when ſuddenly turning about, 
4 and ſeeing. him in a dejected Poſture; ſhe 


was very much ſurpriz d, and tremhled 
8 at the Sight; whilft he by many Words 
endeavour'd 5 ſhew the Greatneſs of his 
Paflion ; but having ſomewhat recolle&- 
ed her Spirits, ſhe with an angry Counte- 1 
nance, ſpake to him thus: NH, hew now,. al 
F 9 Nhat Buſineſs haue you-h:re, WW 
thus to ſteal into my Chamber unawares ? 
This is ſuch an Effront Piece of Impudence , Wl 
and Rudeneſs, as better becomes a Thief than 19 
the Steward ef my Houſehold: and yet the Wl 
flthy Errant that you come on, is far more 
Criminal than your coming: What have you 
= ever. 


rere 
* 


0 1 
„ 
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ever ſeen of | Lightneſ; in my Carriage that 
ſhould make you thus. Audacious, or give you 
the leaſt Hope to ſucceed in your Unlawful 
and Wicked Deſires? I command you to be 
gone: And know, that if you perſiſt in your 
Impudence and Folly, I will ſpeedily take 
"thoſe Methods, that ſhall iſſue in your de. 
ſerved Shame and Confuſion. 

He would have replied, but ſhe forth. 
with went out of her Chamber, and 
would not hear him. 

This abſolute Denial and ſevere Re 
primand; filled Fronovius full of Confu. 

ſion, and had almoſt made him hope 
leſs; but after ſomè Recollection, he 
_ -Airovgly fancied, that the Oppoſition he 
met with, proceeded not from the Lady' 
— Virtue, but from the greater Inclination 
' The had to ſome Rival, who enjoyed thoſ 
"Favours which he had been purſuing; 
and he ſuppoſed the Gardener to be the 
Man, becauſe he had received ſome par. 
ticular Marks of ber Favours fince th: 
Departure of the Count Alanſon. Being 
bus perſuaded; he was refolyed (if i 


were poſſible) to make a plain Diſcovery: 
And to this End, he planted himſelf pri 
vately one Evening near the Back-Stair 
that led out of the Garden into Deidamia! 
Apartment (for that Way he — hi 


Tre French Convert. 47 
ſuppoſed Rival muſt come.) And indeed 
5% he had not waited long, before # Perſon _ 
ful came by, and went up thoſe Stairs; whom © 
be he ſoftly followed to the Stair- foot; the 
02 Darkneſs of the Night hindered him 
ak from difcerning who the Perſon was that 
de- went by him, but he doubted not but 
it was the Gardener, and having liſtened 
at the Bottom of the Stairs, hearing no 
andi Doar pen, nor no Key to turn, he 

imagined the Poor was left open on pur- 
Re. poſe, and therefore reſolved to go up 
nfu-Hhimſelt, and Surprize them in the very 
Ack of their unlawful Love: He had 
no ſooner reſolved this, but he heard 
ſome Body coming ſoftly down stairs 3 
ſo ſoon as the Perſon came to the Bots” 9 4 
tom of the Stairs, Fronovius boldly ſeizes WY 
on him, and demands what Buſineſs he 
had there at that late Time of Night ? 
But was extreamly ſurprized to meet 
ith, inftead of Bernard -the Gardener, 
intonio the Prieſt; whom then Freno- 
vias thought had been with. Deidama,. 
pon which, ſpeaking big Words to 
atonio, and threatning to kl him for 
he Diſkonour he had done his Lord, in 
iolating of his Bed: The poor Prieſt | 
who was almoſt Dead with Fear, and + mal 
Oy confounded at this Accident) 1 
5 8 4 trem- =_ 
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48 De French Convert. 
tieemblingly told Fronovius, That if he! 
bea dave his Life, he would ingeni- - 
r ouſly tell him all he knew: Which Fo- 
MH mrovizs promiſing, Antonio told him the“ 
1 Story of his Love Addreſſes, violent Pal: 
4 1 ſion, and the Repulſes he met with:!!! 
That however being Jealous of the Gar- ] 
= Mdener, and not finding him in his Lodg- f 
ing) for it ſeems Deidamia had newly ap- 
4 ointed him another, unknown to Ante. F 
.) he ſuſpected he might be with hi 
lady; where deſiring to Detect him 8 
FR and bring him to Puniſhment, he had un- 
__— cqdertaken to come at this unſea ſonable h 
= Time; but the Doors being faſt locked, l 
and after a long Liſtening, hearing nol t! 
Stir nor Whiſpering, was returning bach 
| 1 again to watch a more favourable Op- d 
paortunity, that he might not on flight ſh 
Ground or Uncertainty, lay ſuch a Thing fr 
_— to their Charge. il 
= © Fronovius finding the Prieſt had been di 
nt | Repulſed and Reproved as well as he, th 
and that his Thoughts were the ſame! 
ES with his as to the ſuſpected Rival, ha-“ 
eving huſhed his preſent Fears, and de C 
=  clar'd to him though ſomewhat darkly, th 
his own Aﬀettions, &c. They went to Va 
TH Antonio's Chamber, where they entered. 
1 into a Combination ſo Helliſh and Mali far 


cious 


The French Convert. 49 = 
he cious, that it brought many Woes and 
Miſeries, both to the Virtuous Deidami a, 1 
and the Gardener, till by the Mercy of 
5 God, to the Shame and Confuſion! of the 
of Contrivers, they were turned to Bleſſings, 
to rejoyce the injured, and clear their - 
Innocence, after many inexpreſſible Sut> 
dg. ferings. 

5. - Whilſt theſe wicked Men were thus 
P Plotting. to Revenge their Repulſes, Dei 
hig mia was thoughtful of her Safety: 
Sometimes ſhe determined to Write to 
Alanſon, to remember his. Promiſe and 
ble haſt his Return; but then ſhe concluded, W 1 

that though his Preſence might reform. 1 
theſe Diſorders, yet to deſert his Com- 
mand upon any private Occaſion, ,would. * * 
Op derogate from his Honour; and then 

ſhe conſiderd, that ſhe could not hide 
from him the Religion ſhe had embraced . Wi 
ſince his Departure, for ſhe could. not 
diſſemble if ſhe was taxed with it; and 
tho' his Company were dear to her, vet 
the Enjoy ment of the other was more 
precious and preferable; and that in 
Compariſon of the Love of Chriſt, all 
the Love in the World was but of aye | 
Value. At another Time ſhe thought of 
retiring to her. Parents: But this 5 
ch would be diſpleaſing: to her: Lord, ⁶ 
C 5 a that 1 
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HH that in bis Abſence he ſhould leave the 
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WE theſe Things ſeriouſly Weighed, ſhe re- 
ſolved to remain at Home, thinking Time 
would cure the wild Diforders that were 
in the Minds of thoſe two wicked Ser. 
ERR. „ 
Aſter this laſt Reſolve, the retired to! 
her Cloſet, where ſhe had not been long 
e'tr the Gardener came to preſent her 
with a Paper he had drawn up by her Ml 
Order, of the Fundamental Points of the Ml 
1 Proteſtant Religion, in Oppoſition to 
+ - Popery, one being compared with the 
other, and tryed by Scripture and the] 
Fathers of the Primitive Times: She 
accepted this Paper very kindly, promi- - 
"Ling to look it over at her Leiſure, as 33 
Matter fhe had much deſired to be in- 
formed in. Whereupon he retired to bis * 
. Eabour in the Garden, whilſt a bribed g 
Spie, their Enemies had ſet on the Watch 
was run giving Information of the G 
dener's being with his Lady; Fronoviul ' 
was out of the Way, but Antonio haſted 
as faſt as he could, and ſoftly opening 
the Spring-Lock, impudently entered thi 
Chamber, drawing the Curtains of het 
Bed, in Hopes of finding what be looke 
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| 4 "Ion 3 
he for there; but miſſing his purpoſe, he 
he. ſtole to the Side of her Cloſet, directed 
e; MW thither by her Voice; for the pious 
-e. Lady was fallen on her Knees, and fer- 
ne ꝛvently pouring out or Soul to es in 
ere theſe Words: | 


Er- 


*to 
ng 
her 
het 
the 

to 
the 
the 
She 
mi- 
as 1 

in⸗ 
his 
ibed 
tch, 
tt 
i 
ied 
ning 
J the 
" het 
Oked 

for 


Moft bleſſed God. . art hs Kabhi 4% 
of Mercies, and 'the God of all Con- | 


ſolations, I bleſs and Praiſe thy holy Name, 


that thou haſt enlighted the Eyes of my 

Underſtanding with the Knowledge. of. hy 
bleſſed Truth, and that thou haſt delivered } 
me from that Darkneſs and Ignorance, ant | 
theſe Antichriſtian Errors, wherein I haue 


lived fince my Childhood, Ps haſt revealed 1 | 


the Saving We beg of thy Will unto" me, 


As it is contained in thy bleſſed Word the Haß | 
Scriptures : O ſtrengthen my Heart in -the WY 
Profeſſion of thy Truth, and grant I may ne- 


ver return back again to the -Popiſh Idol atry 
_— Su 9 ition; nor he under the uA t 


blind Guides any more, whatever 


275515 and Tryals I may be liable 3 1 | 
a undergo on that Account. = 


Theſe pious Breathings 1 ber Soul; T6 


Antonio to his great Amazement heard, | 
and knew' not what to think, whether. 


he. ſhould diſcoyer K or retire 3 | | 


* —— 


bub 


52 The French Convert. 
but at laſt wickedly ſuppoſing the Fear Win 
ſhe ſhould conceive, left he ſhould diſ- H he 
cover what ſhe had uttered againſt the Nhe 
Romiſh Religion, or that, as he concluded, 
the was turned Hugenot (as they call Pro- 
teſtænts) might induce her to comply with 
his Luſt, he preſented himſelf before her, 
rudely opening her Cloſet Door e're ſhe 
had Time to riſe! from her Knees. This 
continued Impudence- of his much trou: 
bled her Spirits; whereupon, riſing. ha- 
ſtily, ſhe forcibly pulled the Door After 
WH - ſhe had given him a Thruſt-back, and 
| lock'd her ſelf in. However, it unhap- 
Pily fell out, that in this Diſorder, not 
taking that Care, as at another. Time ſhe 
would have done, that Paper which the 
Gardener had newly brought her, with 
her haſty thutting the Door dropt out 
of her Coat, and unperceived by her, 
was thut out of the Cloſer, which Antonio 
took carefully up, and put in his Pocket, 
telling her (tho' the Door was ſhut againſt 
him) he had heard how ſhe Apoſtatized 
from her Religion, and how wickedly ſhe 
bad ſpoken of the holy Roman Catholick 
Wi Church, and what Miſchiefs he could do 
ber, if be ſhould diſcover: it; yet for 
che Love he bore her; if ſhe would yield 
Ti 2 to caſe his Paſſion, it ſhould be. buried 
. | in 
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in 3 Oblivion: But if he refuſed, 


he had now pot: an Opportunity to ruin 
her. 

The pious Lady, (whoſe fervent. De- 
votions- 25 Wretch had interrupted) 
bridled, much as Human Frailty 
could do, 1 5 Paſſion, Commanding him 
in mild Terms to be gone, aud not 
vound her chaſte Ears with his hated 
Diſcourſe: Againſt the Injury he threat- 
ed her, ſhe truſted in God for Protection, 
ho is a ſtrong Tower, for the Safety 
ff all thoſe that fly unto him; and the _ 
loubted not, when ſhe. had an Oppor- 
unity to make her Lord ſenſible f 
„he would, through the Favour, of Al- 
nighty God, concur with NT in 1 92 
Dpinion. 
Antonio finding Wielt 
his main Expettation, and throughly 
ettled with this Anſwer, own 
e Concluſion of it, went away, Threat- 


e Anti-chamber met Fronovious, WhO 
pon later Notice was haſtening to him, 
d whom he had told all that he had ſeen 

d heard. This made them conſult to 

ke. new Meaſures; and in Concluſion, 


er : \ 
wy Z 2 "445. Wat 


.x N F : 
$ 
% * , 
1 
! 


ſolved her Chaſtity or Life . ſhould. be 


rificed to their Revenge”. This was. 


ing and Muttering to himſelf; And in 4 'F | 
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vdo ſooner concluded on, but Antonio re. 
member'd the Pap: r he had taken up, and 
All taking it out of his Pocket, knew it to 
be the Gardener's Hand, and at firſt ſup. 
1 poſing it to be a Love-Letter that might 
Wh diſcover the Intrigue between him and 
his Lady, was highly pleaſed-; but he 
SET had ſcarce read it half over, ere he found 
me ſuch weighty Arguments againſt the 
© $0088 Church of Rome, levelFd fo directly a. 
giaeainſt her tottering Foundation, as not 
only puzzled his Underſtanding, but made 
him ftorm at a ſtrange Rate: Whereup. 
1 on Fronovius took it out of his Hand, and 
read the reſt, and in the Cloſe, theſ 
„ Words, viz. FVirtuoas Lady, theſe Are 
ments, Pro & Contra, I ſubmit to your gre 
Pi.ſdom, being very joyful in having, unde 
So, been à poor Inſtrument in Enlightnin 
| $008 your Underſtanding, to diſcern Truth fron 
nn  Falſehood. 
„ This left them no longer in doubt 
bVhbo the Party was that (as they terme 
6 it) had traduc'd her to Apoſtatize, ani 
0 become Heretick, and for this conk 
„ quently to enjoy Favours fie denied 
1 them; whereupon they vowed a blood 
1 Revenge. But fearing that the Love 4 
een bore her, would not be effaced þ 
110 . we 825 FF 
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. Ihe Change of her Religion, eſpecially: 

4 N ben he ſhould come to underſtand their 
to Criminal Paſſion for her, and Practices 
p- pgainft her, They reſolved to make her 
ht Parents bear the Blame of that Stupen- 
nd M ous Wickedneſs, which they themſelves. 
he deſigned to be the Actors of: For they 
nd new that her Parents were extraordi- 
hefWnarily Bigotted to the Romiſh Church, 
2-Mand fo where the likelieſt to deal with "oz 
notMthis Matter: Whereupon Antonio imme. 
diately poſted to them, and deſiring a 
private Conference with the Father and 
Mother; after many Hy poeritical Shews 
of Sorrow for the Difgrace that would 
xefal the Family, he declared how his 


taken in ſome Years ago upon Charity. 
oubt 
rmel 
„ Anl 
on 
ed Hand brought to the right Fold, from 
Jood whence ſhe had perverſly ſtrayed:” Then 
ve e began to magnifie the pious! Care and 
ed Pains he had taken to keep her in the 


o their Family, the Danger incurred by 


** 


* 


Lady (ſince his Lord had been abſent) 
| 5 been perverted from the Catholick 
Religion by a Hugenot.' a Heretick Gar- 
dener, a Fugitive Wretch, that had been 


he King's Editts ; and laſtly, the Loſs of 
her Soul, if ſhe was not timely recovered _ 


U MO 5 Tight: 


5 


He urged what Diſhonour it would be A I A 
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right way, and to prevent her falling. 
into ſuch an unpardonable Sin; hut that N 
the Devil had been too hard for his Il. 
duftry and Labours, through God's high A 
Sufferance,' to bring. ſome great Jude ) 
ment on her, for her Haughtineſs and 


Contempt, &c. * 

This being delivered in a Tone very 2M 
moving and paſſionate, ſeeming altogeWp. 
ther in Piety to Deidamia, made her Fail. 
ther Sigh, and the Old Lady burft ouffane 
in Tears, wringing their Hands, and bee. 
wailing the Miſeries of their Aged Years } 


in this (as they then termed it) worſt o 
Misfortunes that could befal them; that 
the only Branch of their. Family tha 
mould convey it to Poſterity, had made 
her ſelf a Caſt-a-way, for ſo. in theiſhne 
_ Paſſionate Mood they expreſſed her to 
be. Antonio was glad to ſee them thus 
wrought, and the Storm of their. firſt 
.Grief ſpending it ſelf, andsbeing allayed 
by falling Tears, they began to conſult 
more - maturely how. this Misfortune 


] 
might be Reverſed, and after man = 
Things were Debated, Antonio's Device Hat 
Lodging her in a Nunnery (where {ht vin 
might be reſtrained from Heretick BooksWou 
s ſaid, and the Company of any, Se. 


gdueetrs 
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ling 
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In 
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an 


Nuns, til! her Lord came Home, and de- 
termin'd what might farther be done i in 
it) was approved. 


nerer was the next Thing to be con- 


er 
ge 
Fa- 
Out 
bs 
Ars, 
t 0 
that 
that 
lade 
Beil 
r t0 
thus 
Ari 
yes 
Iſull 
tune 
jan 


cretly, or deliver. him up to Juſtice; the 
Prieſt was for the Former, but the Pa- 


and could not conſent to ſuch a Wick- 
edneſs; but Antonio alledged; That the 


he were delivered up to Juſtice, and their 
Daughter would be brought in as Crimi- 
nal, and perhaps for her Obſtinacy ber 
Lord might looſe his Hoours and Prefer- 


o do, as he or they pleaſed. They would 
aye born him Company to 'Alanſon's 


Means to diſcover the Matter; and 


de ohat it would be the beſt för- them to 
ome and moderate Things When the 
zount came Home, of which he would 
ive them the firſt Notice, ſince at 2 a 

ent 


> {he 
zoks 
„Se 
een 


IT 
— 5 
ducers, and alfo be inſtructed by Virtuous 


What was to be done with FO Gar- | 


ſulted, whether to make him away ſe- 


rents Conſciences, was tender in that, 
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hole Buſineſs would be made publick if E 


ments at Court. This made them con- 
ſider farther, and at laſt left it to the 
icked Prieſt, or thoſe he ſhould appoint, 


Houſe: to fee what their Perſuaſions 
tight do, but he arged it would only be 
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21 Tre French Convert. 
ſent what was to be done required Secie. 2 
cy; that in the mean Time ſhe ſhould been. 


provided for as becamie her Quality ; and 
that ſuch a Place as he mentioned, with 
Time and Company, was the beſt Cure 
to joſtle thoſe wild Notions out of her 
Head : Upon which they only ſent her 
a Letter, and reſolved not to go them: 
ſelves. So Antonio returned well ſatisfied 
to his wicked Companion. 

Deidamia (who was ignorant of this) 
miſſing her Paper, and not © doubting 
which Way it went, taking more Care 
for Bernard the Gardener than her ſelf 
thought by it he would be diſcovered; 
whoteſore ſhe ſent for him, gave him 
Handful of Gold, and commanded him 
to ſhift for himſelf; telling him wha 
had paſſed, and the Danger he was in 
This eder he ſeemed exceeding lot 
to obey, and, with Tears in his Eye 
proteſted, that for the Sake of his Re 
ligion, and in her Defence againſt any 
Injury or Violence, he was willing te 
expoſe his Life: But ſhe urged ſo man 
Things to haſten his. Departure, that hi 
promiſed to do it; and fo they (wit 
ſhedding many Tears. ( TOO: a TIO Fate 
wel of each _ . 


Ber ward 
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Bernard was preparing to depart, as Au- 
beni returned with his Orders; where- 
nd {pon Fronevius clapped him up in a 
ich Dungeon, and that Night . hired two 
ure Ruffians to carry him to the Sea-Clifts, 
herffknd throw him thence Head-long ; and 
herf@hither they carried him in a Sack on a 
morſe, Gagged and Bound ; but finding 
: ed Veſſel thruſt into a Creek very near the 
lifts, one of them enquired and found 
t belonging to a French Plantation in the 
Veſt-Indies ,, whereupon they took the 
Method of "Joſep h's Brethren with the 
bmaelites, to — 5 the beft Purchaſe Þ 


im, rather than deſtroy him and lo 
t; ſo he that came to enquire demand 
d of the Maſter, If he wanted a lufty Ser- 
ant? He told him, Tes; then he return- 
d, and took the Gardener. out of the 
ack, ungagged and unbounded him, and 
old him, That though he deſerved to 
die for perverting his Lady to Hereſie, 
et they had Compa ſſion upon him, and 
ould only f ſend him to do Penance, for 
Slave in the Weſt-Indes, and bid im 


luttering, and thereupon they delivered 
im to the Maſter of the Veſſel, of whom 
ey received Twelve Crowns. After 


which 


cept of it Thankfully,” and without . 
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which they returned, and gave an Ac: 


Hope in Time to be releaſed. But hi 


- Strengthened by him in the Profeſſion 4 


— 


* n 


count they had thrown him with a gre 


Stone about his Neck from a Fifty Foul bo 
Cliff into the Sea, and for it received th 


Reward promiſed them Nor was Ber 
nard unwilling to ge with his unknoy 
Maſter; finding Providence had changed 
the Death that was qeſigned him, on. 
into Slavery, from whence he migh 


Care was greater for Deidamia than him 
ſelf, for he had been uſed to. Misfortunes 


and inured to ſeveral Hardſhips. An "_ 
her Grief was no leſs, that ſhe found he 1 
ſelf conſtrained (as ſhe ſuppoſed for hi 4 


Safety) ſo abruptly to part with the Mu 
that had been an Inſtrument in thi 
filling her Heart ſo full of heavenly Con 
ſolations; and had not laid her Com 
mands on him to write to her, or othe! 
ways give her ſecret Notice of his Ab 
ding Place (that ſhe might have had fat 
ther Converſe with him, and been mot 


that Truth he had inſtructed her in, an 
which the was reſolved to abide by) tif 
ſhe found Means-to reſtore him to | 
Place again. ke be 25 


Whi ub 


2 P EY ps 
* * K = 


Whilſt ' ſhe was penſive on theſe 
houghts, Antonio having las I before told 
ou) gotten a Letter from her Parents to 


er till her Lord's return, as ſhe tender'd 


nd her own Honour and Safety, to be Ruled 
yd Guided in all Things by her Spiritual 


ey termed this wicked Prieſt.) And 
hatever he perſuaded her to for the Good 
her Soul, and Bodily Preſervation, readily 
comply with it; to who ſe Care and Inte- 
ity, next to the Heavenly Protection, they 
artily recommended ber till ber Lord and 
[usband came Home : This was Signed by 
oth of them. And Antonio having con- 
ted Fronovius about it, they both came 
oldly to her Apartment, when they 
ew ſhe was in Private, and preſented 
to her, Charging her to obey it as ſhe ten- 
red her Safety: She no ſooner looked on 


s, that by Antonio's Replies, the was not 


eld go and Plead her own Cauſe, and 
ubted not ſo to juſtifie her Proceedings to 
2 e 


er, wherein they laid their Commands on 


SF Favour of Almighty God, their Bleſs "=> 


aſtor. (So, being ignorant of his Villany, 


but ſhe asked them ſo many Queſti- 


enſible, they had traduced her to her 
rents; and after ſome juſt Reproaches, 
1d them, it ſhould not be long, before (he 
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ber Parents, that the black Villauy of ber h 
and treacherous Accuſers ſhould be unable ty 
fully the Brightneſs of her Innocence. This 
at firſt ſtartled them; but being reſolve 
to proceed in their wicked Deſigns, the 
plainly told her, She was at their Diſpoſu 
and that they had Orders to carry her to 
Nunnery, where fhe ſhould be  Honguraj| 
Uſed, but debarred from the Deſtrulinj 
Principles ſhe had lately imbibed, till þ 
and their Lord returned, to take the Ma 
ter into his own Hands, and determin'd hi 


be Fiete to diſpoſe of her. 


is inſufferable Impudence of thel 
luſtful Wretches, ſtirred up her Zeal t 
ſo much holy Anger and Deteſtation 
what they propoſed, that ſhe in a gre 
Paſſion proteſted to Dye a Thouſand Deat! 
i it were poſſible, and by the more exquiſi 
Torments their Helliſh Malice could inve 

rat her than to be incloſed within the Walls 

A Nunnery, which ſhe was ſatisfied was 
other than 4 Sink of Sin and plauſible 0 
lour for Lewaneſs and Debauchery. But tht 
without reply ing, offering to force hi 
from the Cloſet „he oppoſed her Streng 

. againſt; their Rudeneſs, crying out 
Help to the reſt of her Servants; but! 
nouius, who was the Steward and Go) 


ry 
f Ta. 
me 
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er of the Family, had ſo. ordered the Wl 
| atter, that thoſe that immediately 4 
7 wr | | 
aited upon her, were then out of 
Jearing : So that without any other iT 
terruption, than what her Contending ' 
we them, they hurried her into a cloſe t 
hamber in the remoteſt Part of the 
ouſe, where they Locked her in, and 
nt to conſult farther, how they ſhould 
retly convey her from thence, whilft ſhe - 
ho expected after ſuch Treatment, no- 
ing but a Violation of her Chaſtity, 
d would much rather have embraced 
ath, and counting it a Favour). was 
uring out of her Soul to God, and im- 
dring his Help in that needful Time 
her Trouble, and begging of him to 
engthen her Faith, till on a ſudden, 
allay the Troubles and Afflictions of 
Mind, ſuch Beams of Joy and Com- 
t were darted into her Soul, that ſhe 

red her ſelf, That that merciful. God, 
02 We gracious Protection ſhe had been ſeek- 


8 


2 


e l would work out Deliverance for her in 
* Time. 5 | He | 

© "WP heſe Conſpirators by this Time had 
ene to a Reſult to rid themſelves (as 
9 thought) for ever from the Fears 


oy were in of their Villanous Practices 
os diſcoyered ; which was this. 8185 
Ty ; | O- 
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- Fronovius,Counterfeited a Letter in J. 
lanfon's Haud fo very exatly, that if hin 
ſelf bad ſeen it, he 1 have beer Pu 
zled to diſting uiſh it from his own, and Hu- 
ving got two Ruffians ready, one dreſſed | 
the Habit of an Officer, and the other lil or. 
Servant attending him; Antonio and 
Companion in Witkedneſs went to her mi 


| ( 

it, and falling on their ' Knees, with ſin * 
forced Teart, bumbly imploring her Park, Lay 
for the Indignities they bad offered to Mon 
beſeeching her to be their good Lady, re 


WL | withſaniling their Follies, and: _— 14 
F ever. in the like Nature offend, 

BRIE © bing to diſoblige her; with Ar 
ther Proteſtations, and mach feigned Suri 
for their Rudedeſs and Deſigns upon 


Chery, 1 her not to diſcover i: 

10 . Lord. ed! 

. a 5 W hilft Deidamia was 8 WI ww 
i that ſudden Alteration in thoſe who 
0 lately ſo Rudely treated her, might me 

SEE  Fronoviur deliver'd her the Letter, arte 

_. = which the read theſe Vordsz: 2 

D 93. 

oy Dear. Deidamia At 

H O' I know, that ol News 8 oke 

. theſe Lines will acquaint you with ing 


Y vor be ns) to your! yer Cn. * 
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Toe French Convert, 65 mm 
f ro be diſturbed, but hear what I ſhall : = 
melt you with that Patience and Serenity of 
ind, which becomes you, as knowing it is 
our Duty in all Things that happen to us, to 
ubmit to the Divine Will, Know then, my 
ovely Deidamia, that in 4 late Encounter 
th 4 Party of the Enemies, I happened to 
; wounded by a Chance-ſhot, which my Sur- 
eons tell me is Mortal; and fearing that it 
yay be ſo, and deſiring above all Things here 
low, to have a Sight of your dear Self be- 
pre I depart out of the World, I have ſent 


vole Bearer, Monſ. Durell, one of my Cap- 
„ins, to condutt you to me forthwith : Who / 
1 4 Perſon of that Worth and Hononr, that 


4 may truſt your ſelf with him without the 1 
rouble of any Attendants but what he brings. | 
ith him, becauſe I would have you come as 
eedily as may be: Which is at preſent all” 
om him, who is both in Life and Death. 


Your ever Faithful Husband | 
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At the Reading of this ſhe Trembled, =, 
poked Pale, and thed abundarice of Tears, 
ing in the greateſt Diſorder and Con- 
ion imaginable, intreating inſtantly to 

. ſee 


[41144488 The French Convert. 
$1110 * the party that brought it, promiſin 
con their renewing their Intreaties) no 
to diſcoyer their Wickedneſs, if by thei 
future Demeanour they made an Amend 
ment for whit had paſſed ; and the 
thereupon ſolemnly , it, led he 
down into the Hall, where the pretends 
Captain and his Servant bowed very lon 
to her; and being before-hand inſt rudted 
anſwered all her Queſtions ſo cunning} 
that .ſhe verily believed the Letter t 
come from her Lord, and that all he ai 
Was true, defiring them to refreſh them 
ſelves, whilſt ſhefitted her ſelf with othe 
Apparel, and took ſome Jewels, Gold, & 
along with her; which done, and bein Tin 
.about Four in the Evening, the innocei 
Dove committed her ſelf into the Tallon Wo 
of theſe bloody Vultures, mounting bt 
hind the ſuppoſed Captain, who had! ne 
Inſtructions not to let her ſee the ne es 
„Morning Dawn. Antonio and Fronov : pe. 
pretended much Sorrow at her Depa 
[] Lure, but inwardly rejayced, that by t 
WR © © gem they ſhould get her eaſily int 
111188 the Trap without Noiſe or Diſturbance 
which had they gone about to do 
Force, her Cries might have broug 
Reſcue, and * their villanq 
5 Fare 
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| Purpoſe: The curſed Prieft indeed out : 
""Whave firſt had her Raviſhed by himſelf #FÞ 
and his Companion, and then Murthered 
at Home, but the other confidering, that 
it would be difficult to diſpoſe of the 
EDead Body, contrived this 'Way. But L 
Wnmuſt leave them tor ſome Time, hugging 
Ichemſelves in their Security, and follow 
the deceived Innocent. 
The bloody Cut throats having got cle ; 
0 Prize, by her too much Credulity, into EY 4 
their Poſſeffion, took all the By-ways ay MY 4 
could, croſſing the Country, and holding ⁵ 
ber in Diſcourſe with many Things rela- * 
ting to the War, and ſo ſpun out the 
Time till che Sun was near ſetting, When 
coming into a Vally between two vaſt 
Woods, in a Place much unfrequented, 
1 they rode into one of them, at a Turn- 
ing of a narrow Way, where the ſuppoſed 3 
Captain ſtopped, and the Ruffan that 
rode ſingle alighted, and '{urprizingly © 3 * 
pulled Deidamiafrom behind him, who at 
lo unexpected a Rudeneſs trembled, and 
began to ſuſpett the Treachery; nor was 
the other ſlow in Diſmoquntiog,, When 
both together they carried her into the 
Wood ; upon this, with piteous Skrieks $4 
and Cries; ſhe demanded the Cauſe of ſuch 7m 
D512 Violence: > 43 
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olence ; but without replying, the Vil. | 
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Jain who had carried her, drawing his 1, 
Sword, directed it for the fatal Thruſt, n 
deſigning inſtantly to pierce her Heart; 7 
whilſt on her Knees ſhe was imploring their if 
Pity and Compaſſion, aud intreating to know Ml * 
in what ſhe bad offended, to make them ſo MM . 
void of Humanity towards a diſtreſſed Lady, P. 


whom they had betrayed into that Solitary 1 £ 
Place, being convinced that her Lord had gi- ti 
ven no ſuch Commands: No, (replied they) 4 


that's true, nor do we know him; but Anto- . 
nio and Fronovius have, and we muſt obey ll 1 
them; be ſides, you are an Heretick, and N 
ought not to live. — 1 T5, 
Dieidamia now finding ſhe was betrayed M 7 


by her wicked Servants into the Hands MI #* 

ol theſe mercileſs Villains; and ſeeing I 
nothing but preſent. Death before her Ml 2" 
Eyes, the poured. out her Soul to God in © 
Vehement betitions for her Favour from his B. 
Hands, and that if he ſaw fit the ſhould I a 
Live no longer here, that he would re- 
ceive her into Life Eternal, and that ra- hi 
ther (if it were required) ſhe might Seal P. 
her Profeſſion of the Reformed Religion, Ml '* 
in which ſhe had found ſo much heaven- '* 
Iy Conſolation, with her deareſt Blood, 
than be prevailed with to Recant it. But 
Tr, 4-5” 0 
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thou, O Lord, (faid ſhe) who deliveredſt Ba- I 


niel from the Fury of the Lions, and the 
Three Children 255 devouring Flames, canſt, 
if thou wilt, in this great Extremity, deliver 
me from theſe Blood. thirſty Men, whom I 
have no manner injured : But be it as thou 
pleaſeſt, ſo that my departing Soul, when in 
Leaves this mortal Body, ma y find ſhelter in 
the Arms of thy Mercy. The Villains, who 
all this while had eyed her, and ſaw her 
Lovely in her Tears, troubled not them- 
ſelves about her Religion, for their Buſi- 
neſs was to Murder her; and therefore 
the pretended Captain ſaid, Lady, our 
= Time is ſhort,this Inſtant you muſt Die,there= 
fore ſettle your Mind for the fatal e 
To this ſhe made no Reply, but continu- 
ing on her Knees, with Eyes up- lifted to 
Heaven, Sighs and Tears being the Lane. 
guage of her Soul, his impious Hand was 
about to give the fatal Thruſt; but the 
other catched hold of his Arm, and ſtonrt 
his Sword; and after that, they Wi- 
pered; but ſhe knew not what they 
aid, rill theio > farther Attempt revealed 
it. 

They had no ſooner done conferring. 
Notes, but they violently - forced her on 
her Back, end prepared to Raviſh her, 
0 8 firſt, 
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FA, and then put her to Death: Her 
Cries upon this were redoubled, and ſhe 
begged Death rather than the Loſs of her 
| Chaſtity, opening her Boſom, and tempt- 
ing their Swords to pierce it. But her 


Beauty in this ſorrowful Condition was 


ſo charming in their luſtful Eyes, that 
they were inexorable to her Cries and 


Prayers. O had Alanſcy been but there, 
with what Vengeance at this piteous Sight 


would his Sword have been drawn to 
their Deſtruction, and her Reſcue ! But 


he being ignorant of the Wounds his 


dear Lady was about to receive, Heaven 


' interpoſed for her Reſcue: For the Vil- 


a lains fell at Diſcord, who ſhould firſt en- 
joy her; and the Conteſt grew ſo hot, 


that they diſputed it with their Swords, 
and in the Duel the pretended Captain 
(moſt forward in the Miſchief) was ran 


© Brough the Body, and with a ghaſtly 


Groan yielded up his wicked Soul into 


the Hands of Death. The other being 
ſorely wounded, and Fainting through 


loſs of Blood, gave Dei * Time to fly. 


farther into the Wodds, wandering fo 
far that Night covering every Thing 


with Darkneſs, ſhe thought the mie 


now reſt a little to recover Breath; 
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wicked Men, 
feared from wild Beaſts, 


whereof, was a might 
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ſo ſat down upon the Ground : Tho? The 
Dangers ſhe had ſo lately efcaped from 
and thoſe that ſhe now 
would not a 
long Time ſuffer her to cloſe her Eyes; 
however ſhe ceaſed not with earneſt 


Prayer an Supplication to recommend 


her ſelf to God, and implore his Aid and 


Protection; Sho by the late wonderful 4 


Deliverance be had given her, had ſuf- 
ficiently ſhown her how able be! 1s to ſave 
to the utmoſt, even in the midſt of the 
greateſt Dangers. The Conſideration 
allay to her 


preſent Sorrows in the midſt of that 


forlorn Condition, to which ſhe wis re- 


duced; ſo that a little ſupported thereby, 
ſhe fell at laſt into a found Sleep, having 
no other Pillow but a Turff of Graſs, nor 
Covering than the Canopy of Heaven. 
The Morning being come, Deidania a- 
gain returned Thanks to God, both for 


Preſervation ; earneſtly begging of him, 
That as he had graciouſly begun to de- 
liver her, fo that he would in his own. 
good Time compleat it, to his o.] Glory 


and her Good; and, that tho' at e ie 


* Afflictions are not Joyous but Grie- 
„ . 
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Ways, which ſhe had ſo lately embraced, 


notwithſtanding any Sufferings ſhe had 
or might meet withal upon that Ac- 
count. And having thus recommended 
herſelf to God, Jhe reſolved, if it were 


poſſible, to get out of that Deſolate, 


Pathleſs, and Solitary Place: But the 
more ſne thought to extricate her ſelf, 
the more ſhe found her ſelf entangled, 
and without Hopes of getting out. The 


| Fruits, that at that Time of the Year 


grew upon the Trees, ſupply'd her with 
Food; and the little purling Streams that 
iſſued from ſome Springs in the Wood, 
ſupply'd her with Drink: So that finding 
it impoſſible to get away,ſhe was Content 
to tarry there, til} the Providence of God 
ſhould find out ſome Way of Deliverance 
for her; being ſatisfied in this, That the 
Comforts of Converſation, and other Con- 
veniences that ſhe us'd to have,were abun- 
dantly made up in the Communion ſhe 
enjoy d with God, whoſe bleſſed Preſence 
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(as ſhe has ſince confeſs d) did mere 
Recompenſe for all her outward Wants. 
In the Profeſſion of which Happineſs we 
will leave her for a Time, and look back. ml 
to ſee what became of the ſurviving. 1 
Ruffi an. . 

- Companion (as we have already = 
heard) was killed in their Conteſt, about. ³⁵ 
which ſhould Enjoy (or rather Raviſh): 
Deidamia firft, and he that ſurvived: 
fainted away thro” Loſs of Blood, which: 
(as we have already related) made Way. 
for Deidamia's Eſcape: But he recovering 
in ſome little Time, found Means to ftop 
its Effuſion; and then miſſing of Deida- 
mia, he made what Search he could for 
her, not ſo much to ſatisfie his Luſt, 
(which his loſs of Blood had pretty much =_ 
allayed) as to take away her Life, that in 
Time to come ſhe might not be an Evi- 
dence of his Wickedneſs ; but not find- - 
ing her after all his Search, he buried-his WM 
Companion, and returned to thoſt hat 
had ſet them to Work, telling them, T-as: al 
Deidamia, when ſhe found foe mu Die by a 
Surprize, had ſnatch'd away his Con:parians þ 
word, and Slain him with it by an-unlook's 
Vr Thruſt : But that himſelf had quicklyse- 
. it by | her own Death, * had buried - i 
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them both in 4 deep Pit to avoid Diſcovery. 
This they believed, and gave him what 


they had promiſed; being mightily plea- 


| | | ſed that now they were (as they thought 
at leaſt) out of all Danger. 


. Whilft theſe Things were thus acted; 
Deidamia's Parents being exceedingly. 


* troubled, even to that Degree, that their 
_ Sleep departed from them; and thoſe- 
= little Slumbers, that they ſometimes 


got, were interrupted with firange and 
unaccountable Dreams, which was alſo- 
attended with an unuſual Melancholy, 
of which they could give no Account. 
This made them reſolve to enquire after 
Deidamia, of whom they heard nothing, 


fince the Permiſſion they gave to Antonio 


to carry her to a Nunnery. 1 


But Fronovius and Antonio had been ſo 


Cunning to prevent their Diſcovery of 


the Villany, that for a Sum of Money 
they engaged a certain Abbeſs of Antonio's 


Acquaintance, to acknowledge (when 
there ſhould be Occaſion) that Deidamia 


had been brought thither, but that ſhe 


had made her Eſcape from thence, fo 
that the knew not what was become of 
her, nor could give any Account of the 

Reaſon of it, but-only by-a 8 
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had left behind her in her Chamber, 
which Note Fronovius (who, as we have 
already ſaid had a Notably Faculty at 
Counterfeiting of Hands) had Writ in a 
Hand ſo like Deidamia's, that it could not 
be diftinguiſhed. They had alſo given 
the Abbeſs a Ladder of Ropes, by which 
it was pretended, ſhe had made her 
eſcape. Fronovius and Antonio having fo 
well laid their Deſign with the Abbeſs, 
kept Poſſeflion of Alanſon's Houſe without 
Fear or Controul. And therefore when 
Deidamia'sParents came thither to enquire nl 
| after their Daughter, they received them Ml 
with much ſeeming Courteſie and Kind-. 
ö neſs, and Fronovius told them, That tho* Þ% 


1 


„ it had Unhappily fallen out, that their Lady | 3 
had been Perverted to Here ſie ſince the De- 
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0 WW parture of the Count her Husband, yet he had Wl 
f taken that Care of the Family in his Lord's Wil 
2 Abſence, which was conſiſtent with his Duty; 1 
and that as to his Lady, the Orders they had a 
been pleas d to give to Antonio to ſend her to ll 
4 Nunnery had been punctually obſerv/d;, and © ll 
he hoped by that Means, againſt. the coming al 
panes their Lord, ſhe might be again fe- 
conciled unto her Mother-Church,out of which 
there is no Salvation, Tho” this Diſcourſe 
of Fronovius was very plauſible, yet the 
ee . Patents 
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was, which Fronovius ſeemed ready to 


aſſent to, and with Antonio offered their 


Service to accompany them thither, tell- 
ing them, they had given ſo ſtrict a 


Charge to the Abbe ſs, to prevent any He- 
retichs from coming to her, that none 
might be admitted to ſpeak with her, but 
_ themſelves, or by their immediate Order. 
The Parents being for the preſent ſa- 


tisfied with this Anſwer, lay there that 


Night, big with the Hopes they had of 
= ſeeing their Daughter the next Day : 


Which being come, they went with Au- 
rtonzoand Fronovius, to the Nunnery, but 


were extreamly ſurprized, when they 
came thither, to hear the Abbeſs ſay, 


That the young Lady had been too hard 


for her, and notwirhſtanding all her Care 


and Diligence, had found a Way to make 


3 her Eſcape but the Day before, and then 


led them into the Garden, ſhewing them 
the Ladder of Ropes by which ſhe got over 
the Wall; and then having. them into a 
Room which ſhe called her Chamber,gave 


them the Note which Fronovius left witch 


her, asking her Parents if they knew that 
EE Eo Hand; 


. * 3 


— 


Parents of Deidamia were not at all ſatis- 
fied with it, but deſired to ſee and diſ- 
courſe with her in the Nunnery where ſhe. 
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Hand; they haſtily opened it, ane 
thought verily it had been of Deidamias 
Writing: And then Reading it, found it Mi 
to contain theſe Words. | 


* 228 


8 


Aving been forced to this Place N 
my Mind and Conſcience, let none be 

troubled, that I have found a Means to ſet ll 

my ſelf at Liberty: And am gene to him, 

who no doubt will Right me of .the Injury 

done me by my. Tr eacherons Servant s. ps 24 ? 852 I 
1", 1 1, on 


— 


Her Parents upon reading this Letter 
and believing it to be True, burſt forth 
into Tears for the Loſs of their Daugt 


| Reer, 
. 


not knowing now in what Part p ße 
nly 


Country to ſeek for her: That .. 
„Hopes they. had was, that ſhe was gone 
| into Flanders to her Husband, to which 
Opinion Fronovius and Antonio both per- 
ſwaded them, from that Expreſſion in the 
Note, (I am gone to him, that will right my 
1 injuries.) Upon which, giving Fronevius 4 
r Ja Charge to be a faithful Steward in his 
a Lord's Abſence, they returned .to their 
e 

h 

1 


own Houſe, where they writ the follo w-! 
ing Letter, to the Count, and ſent it by an 
Expreſs to Flandern.. = 
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= the Regiment of Picardy. 
| 1 Deareſt SON, 


L: Write theſe Lines, which brings you 
_ he ſad Tydings of the greateſt Affliction that 


1 bine At, you will find it very hard to hear; 


but I hope Heaven will ſupport you under it; 
it in in brief, the loſs of Deidamia; J do 
not mean. by Death, for had Hauen ordain'd 
it ſo, that would have been far more Eligible: 


{to Herefie, and turned an obſtinate 


Reclaim her from, by conſenting upon the 


eſcaped from thence no one knows whither ; 
the Thoughts thereof has filled the Hearts of 
my ſelf and Wife with ſuch Unexpreſſible 


hear of her in a fow Days > for ſhe my - 


. 


To the Count D' Alanſon, Coll. of 


TFT is not without Unexpreſſible Grief that 


| 
i 
! 
ii eder befel you; and which, without the Di- 


Butgglas ! She is loſt both to her ſelf and all 


of gat he it ( ſince your Departure) per- 
Vi "8 4 
ot; which whilſt we endeavoured to 


Advice of your Chaplain, Father Aﬀonia) 
that ſhe ſhould be put into an Nunnery, ſhe is 


Grief and Sorrow, as bas render'd us alto - 
gether Unconſolable, our only remaining 
Hope is, that ſhe may be gone to you; and 
that if you have not already, you may yet 


hind: 


Tb. a 
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bind her in her Chamber, at the wi - 8 
St, Bridget's (whither Fronovius and An- 
tonio conducted. her) the following Note. 


Aving been forced to this · Place a · 

gainſt my Mind and Conſcience, 
Jet none be troubled that l found à Means 
to ſet my ſelf at Liberty: And am gone 
to him who no doubt will Right'me-of 


the Injury done me by my Tr 


rwunte | 
| | De Auma. . 


It 5s this Note aide that gras us — 
1 | fo hope that you may ſee her again; and 
Pray God it may fall out accordingly. * And 
9 879 
whenever this bf Sheep ſhall be found again, 
© WD Zdoubr not but you will lay her i in your Boſom, .. 
p according to the Examp e of our great Shep 
e 
herd, and by Jour wonted Love and Tender= 
neſs towards her, endeavour fo reſtore her 


| again to the true Fold and Ch e 2 * " 
1 Whoſe holy: 7. . 14 econ N a .F A 
ſo [lr ah . J* | 3 1 


| The de Count Aleſis Was ſ6' l 
4 with Grief at the Reading of this Letter, 
be. tat for ſome — remain dSpeechleſs: | 


ind Da * 


in Words; ſtill Waters being always the 


for a Pen and Ink, he writ the Following b 


away immediately, were it not for the Hopes 
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His Trouble was too great to Vent it ſelf 


Deepeſt: But ſoon after his Sorrow gave 
it ſelf Vent in the moſt paſſionate and il 
feeling Complaints: And then calling W | 


Harrer to Ani Fat her. 
hats to Sieur Mont aign. 
8. FI R,. | . 
I Received your Letter, the Contents where. fl © 
1 of has brought that Grief and Sorrow to t. 
my Heart, hr will continue there for ever, Mt) 
ale the Sight of my deareſt Deidamia re- MW 
moves it: Her being turned Hugenot,; is no Mb 
that which gives me much Trouble, it rather o 
makes me think there is ſomething of Good in MD 
thoſe Opinions, or elſe ſo much Goodneſs and tu 
Virtue, as that of Deidamia's, could never 
have embraced.them. Had you but let her Nea 
alone in my Houſe I. had been bappy ſtill; bu Nat 
our end eauour ing to reclaim her has been tht fre 
Ruin of us both: I ami ſo. Tranſported mit N. 


Grief and Anger, that I know not what to 
Write, nor would I Write at all, hut come 


jeu giue from the Note found in the Chamber 
b my deareſt Deidamia, that ſbe vas gone to 
m der would eon * Her Injuries, 2 
at. 


"Mx" | 


The French Convert. : 


N J that can be none but my ſelf > And might. I 
e but recover her again, ſhe ſhould. not he mi- 
a | ſtaken in her Thoughts. 'Tis in Hopes of her 


18 coming that I am content to ſtay here a little 
8 longer: For tis Deidamia alone can make 
me Happy. Farewell. ALANSON. 


yl The Meſſenger being returned with 
Alan ſon's Letter, it adminiſtred freſh 
Grief to Deidamia's Parents. For they 
% thereby found, that by their too eafily 
yielding to Antonio's Deſigns, they had 


-. not only loſt their Daughter, but the 
oF Affections of their Son- in-Law. In this 


tude. 

Deidamia being in that lonely place, 
each Day removed her Habitation, until 
at laſt ſhe found a Cave to ſecure her felf 
from the Injuries of the Weather, and 
was a quiet Reſting place to her gh the 


and thanked God for, as a great Mercy: 
And living upon the Fruits that grew a 
the Wood, (as I ſaid before) ſhe: 


Night-ſeaſon, for by ſhutting up the 
Mouth of the Cave, the covered her ſelf - Mi 
from all Danger; which ſhe look'd' upon, - ⁵⁸ü 


er 1 wholly i in Prayer and Med 12. | 
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ver! State we will not leave them, and make a : 
Deidamia a Viſit in her ſorrowing Soli- 1 


82 The French Convert. 
tion; and tho' her Diet and Lodging was 
extreamly changed, yet her Health was 


found that Promiſe made good to her, As 
thy Day is, ſo ſhall thy Strength be. 
She had now lived almoſt four Months 


uncomfortable; and the Cold extreamly 
nipping: So that Deidamia was forced of- 


Day as ſhe had walked farther than Or- 
dinary, ſhe diſcovered ſome Kind of an 
= Obfſure Path ſhe had not ſeen before, and 
I. tho? ſhe knew not whither it would lead 


She travelled ſo far that Day, that it was 


many Nights; and therefore making the 
beft Shift that ſhe could, ſhe ſate down 


Her ſelf to the Almighty's Protection, 
compoſed her ſelf to Reſt; the next 
Morning ſhe aroſe as ſoon as it was Light, 
and travelling forward, perceived her 
Path to be like that of the Juſt, which 
the wiſe Man tells us, Shines more and 
more unto. the perfect Day: And ſhe wid 
22 * al 
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both continued and increaſed, and ſhe 


in this Solitude, and the Winter ap- 
proaching, began to make the Woods 


ten to walk apace to get her heat. One 


her, ſhe was reſolvedito follow the Track: 


in Vain for her to think of retreating to 
Her beloved Cave, where ſhe had lain fo 


upon. the Ground, and Recommending 


6 — pn a ²˙ GE. 
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encouraged to go on, becauſe ſhe fancied 
ſhe heard the Barking of Dogs; and after 
travelling a little farther, ſhe was well 
aſſured it was a real Thing, and not a 
Fancy only; and therefore ſhe purſued 

j her Journey the more eagerly. The Sun 
had not come to its Meridian, when ſhe 
S Wi heard an unuſual Ruſhing amongſt the 
J Buſhes, and ſtanding ſtill to know what 
= it might mean, ſhe. perceived à Grave 
e Old Man with two Dogs following him, 
. come from among the Trees. They were 
n | both alike Surpriz'd at the Enter view; 
1d for the Old Man having never. ſeen any 
Human Creature in that Place before, 
could not but be amazed to ſee a Woman 
coming from the midſt of the Wood ; 
and therefore addreſſing himſelf to her, 
he enquired by what Mis fortune ſhe came 
thither ? Intreating her not to be afraid, 
for ſhe ſhould receive no Harm from him: 
Deidamia upon this looking Barneſtly 
upon him, and perceiving his Carriage 
and Demeanour to be what became the 
Gravity of his Years, ſhe told him; She 
was indeed in a wild Place; and knew not the 
Way out again. To this the Old Man re- 
ply d, If ſhe would go with him to hit homely: 
cal ger his Wi "ye would. conduct her out rl = 
SE e 1 
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84 The French Convert. 
the Wood, Deidamia preſently accepted 
of his Kindneſs and went with him. 
And after they had gone about the Space 
of a Mile, they came to his Houſe ; where 
the good Old Woman (who was fome- 
what ſurprized to ſeeher Husband bring 
1 3 along with him) Foſe up, and 
received her very Courteouſly, defiring 
her to fit down, and refreſh herſelf with 
ſuch homely Fare as their Cottage af. 
forded: Which ſhe did, and then asking 
her farther how ſhe came into that Place. 
Deidamia deſired they would att her wo 
Queſtions for the Repetition of her Sorrow 
would but renem her Grief ;, only thus much 
* ſbe would let them know, that her being there 
Alive was the Effects of God's Providence in 
delivering her from Wicked and Blood-thirſty 
Aden that ſought to take away her Life. Up- 
on which, perceiving her to be full of 
_ Grief, they asked her no more Queftions, 
but finding her very weary, they led her 
into a homely but clean Apartment, to 
repoſe her ſelf upon the Bed: Dridamia 
was mighty thoughtful what this Aged 
Couple might be; and whether or no 
for her Apparel's ſake, and that Gold, 
and thoſe. Jewels ſhe had about her, ſhe 
might not fall into great a > 


The French Convert. 9 
that ſhe had formerly eſcaped, and tho'the 
was at firſt glad of their Company, ſhe . 
ould have wiſhed herſelf in her beloved 
ave again. But her Fears were quickly 
ver, when by a French Bible and other 
good Books, ſhe found in her Room, and 


an at Night, ſhe perceived they were 
Retirement for the ſake of their Religi- 


on: This made her be much more free 
vith them, bleſſing God for his Provi- 


dence in bringing her thither, and reſol- 
ing to continue there, till ſne could 
eet with an Opportunity to return al 


ome into the Arms of her Deareſt Alan- 


ood her Hiſtory more fully, by their 
Pity. and Cõmmiſerat ion, made her Abode 
vith them more eaſie. 
nion ſhe had with them in the Things 


a great Meaſure. So that here ſhe took 
p her Abode, and continued with them, 


| 42 only that Winter, but the Year fol- 
owing, until ſhe. was found out by her 


eloved Alanſon, to whom. 8 18 Time 
What we now Return. 


The 


by the hearty Prayers of the good Old - 


n: And the Old Couple having under- 


And the Com- 


f another World, weaned her from this 


ugenots,who had flowninto that ſolitary. * I 1 | 


22 
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WEE . The Count Alanſon having tarried at 
the Camp a whole Month after the re 
ceiving of his Father-in-Law's Letter, i 
expectation of ſeeing his deareft Dei 
mia; began now to be impatient of tar 
ry ing any longer; and indeed, during: 
that Time, he was ſo much changed ini 
Carriage, Humours, and Converſation 
that all thoſe with whom he usꝰd to oy 
verſe in the Camp, took Notice of it, 
having abandoned himſelf to an extren 
Melancholy; therefore deſiring of t 
King te go Home, both for the Recoven 
of his Health, and for the ſettling ſon 
Affairs in bis Family, he ſoon obtain 
it, and ſoon after (tho' with a hea 
Heart) arrived there. Where his fi 
Buſineſs was to enquire after Deidani 
but none of the Servants could give an 
4 Account of her but Fronovius and An 
nio, who gave him the ſame Account thi 
| had been ſent him by his Father in- Lan 
Io which he Sternly asked them, H 
t hey dur ſt diſpoſe of their Lady and Miſir 
_ -Fentrary ta her Will; without bis Conſent 
+ Knowledge t. Telling them, ' He feared 
«the Note ſhe had written, it was their Tye 
chery that was the Occaſion: of her Loſs; mhi 
. he could but be confirmed in, he wol 
2 17 Fe. 2 
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. The French Convert. 87 | : 
ake, Care they ſhould receive a Puniſhment mn 
uitable to the greatneſs of their Crimes, At | 
hich Fronovius and Antonio began to 
"remble, and make the beſt Excuſes for 
hemſelves they could; alledging the Con- 
ent of her Parents for what they did. 
but that did not at all fatisfie Alanſon, . 
ho ſoon diſcharged them from his Ser- 
jce, and reſolved to Travel in Search 
dr Deidamia, tho' he knew not whick 
'ay to bend his Courſe : But after man, 
tedious Journey, enquiring amongſt? 
oſe who were Favourers of the Huge- * 
ts, he yet could hear no Tydings of her. 
d that full of Grief and Sorrow, he led 
retird and Melancholy Life in his own 
ouſe, abſent ing himſelf from all Com- 
any, and Mourning like a Turtle that 
ad loft his Mate, tho' his Friends by all 
leans poſſible endeavoured to Comfort 
im; perſuading him to ſurceaſe his Al 
rief; for that it was probable Deidami _ 
y ſome Misfortune or other was Dead; 
d therefore they advis d him to think of | 
Second Marriage, as that which would, 
tore his former Gayety, and make him 
ir Tu Bet Deidamia. But the more they en- 
„ hie voured to perſuade him, the more 
was reſolved to the contrary ; and 
. 25 there - 
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88 The French Convert. 
therefore to avoid their continued Im. 
portunities, he fixt his Reſolution once{- 
more to Travel in Queſt of her; which$/ 
accordingly he did, but without Succe(; Wai 
And therefore he reſolved to return i 
gain to his own Houle, and there ſpendiÞ$, 
the Remainder of his Days in Solitude,'Mo: 
But as he was returning Home, in hit 
Way, he met with a vaſt Concourſe offi 
: . and demanding the Occaſion oli: 
it, he was told a Criminal was going t 
be broken on the Wheel, for a Murdg 
he had committed; upon which, Curi 
ſity led him to ſee the Execution. Ani 
porting pretty near, the Malefactor ci 
his Eyes upon him, and ſtraight knej 
him to be Alan ſon the Husband of Dei 
mia; and being ſmitten with Remorſe M4 
_ Conſcience, he beckoned Alanſon to confi" 
near, and humbly begged his Pardon fl: 
the Wrong he had done him. At ti 
: Alanſon both Started and fell a Tren 
ling, fearing it was for her Murder t< 
Criminal was to die: But coming neate 
the Malefactor asked him, If he had he. 
any News of his Lady? And then with Tee 
confeſſed, That bimſelf and another MI 
been bired to Murder her, to which End iH 
carried her into a Wood, (which he name 
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89 
him) but by 4 miraculous Providence ſhe 
raped, out of their Hands; that afterwards 
bad reported ta thoſe that ſet bimtoWork, 
at be had actually, Murthered her; fer- 
ich he recei uedithe Reward; but which way 

eſcaped, he knew, not; and that this was 

out two Tears ſince. , The Count urged. 
m to tell the Names of thoſe that had 
hired him; but he faid, He had ſworn 
n the holy Sacrament of the Altar never to 
[cloſe em ; and that he feared Damnation 
be ſbonld: Only (ſaid he) this. I, may ſay, 

bout - breaking. my Oath, They. were. two 
rſons.in whom you have put agreat deal f 

Pence. And then ſolemnly atteſted, » 


his Dying Crimina]'s Confefion con- 
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ed Alauſon, that Deidamia had been 
eacherouſly carried thither, either fm 
doubted that Frovoums and. Antonio Wl 
e the Perſons that had hired Villains Wl 
Mutther-her ; and/therefore though Ml 
were ” moved_ iam his Service 
e time ago, yet he was reſölved to 

ber ue theny, in order to bring them te 1M 
nd ice :  But:firft he intended to mae 3 
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nal having given him an Account wheſſfche 
1 ſhe eſcaped” from them; and therefor 
be thought (if ſhe were ſtill alive) Se: 
__ - might be ſomewhere in the Vicinity Nor 
that Wood: Towards that therefore Ma 
_  bended his Courſe, and being arrived Mer 
_ 1 Sight thereof, and ſeeing how vaſt aThingſto: 

it was, he perceived it would be a dil 
=_ 7 cult Thing to find her, even though o 
_ was there. Yet at his entring in he e 
_ ceived ſome Hopes in his Mind, chat int 
| ſhould not loſe his Labour. WhereupgWi: 
alighting, and giving his Horſe toe 

Servant, (who had attended him mi 

His Melancholy Travels) and cha h 
Him to attend there til he came bach er. 
went into the Wood alone, and fouſPut 
A Hbimfelf entangled amongft Thich re 
n * Briars and des; per ſtill he went at 
= — ſearching every Cave and folitary Pes 
often ca ling. out, Deidamig ! till DE 
neſs coming ob, made him think ofs 
turning to His Man; but he found he! en) 
gone toofar to retreat back in Time, hi 
therefore reſolved to go forward : 18 
being, no doubt, guided by Provide ib 
he happened upon that Cave where! ex 
rs; had ſo often bewailed his Abſenli 5 
and — her own ſolitary State: 18 
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The French Convert. 9 
there he reſted his weary and tired Body, 
for that Night, reſolving to purſue his 
earch the next Morning; which being 
ome, juſt as he was going out of the 
ave, he perceived ſomething ſparkle 
ery brightly on the Ground, which he 
ooped and took up; and looking on it 
the open Light, he found it to be a 
Locket of Diamonds, which he had for. 
nerly given Deidamia ; and ſhe yawit-. 
ingly had dropt there, -.Mipfiading of 
is, filled him with for 
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at he was almoſt hopeleſs, he was ſud- 
enly ſet upen by two Whiffling Gurs, MM 
mich, upon offering do draw his Sword, 
an away Barking from him; whichhe 
urſuing eame in a little Time ton path, 
here he might diſcern the Foot ſſeßs 
Human Creatures, which very muck - a 


when he had waudered fo far, 


ved bis Hopes, and-encouraged hit 
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92 The French Convert. 
itil to go on; he had not gone far before 
he diſcerned Smoke to iſſue from a ſmall 
pretty near, he was again ſaluted! by the 
= furious Barking of thoſe Dogs whom he 

| Had before pur ſued. This was the Cottage 
= where Deidamia reſided, who upon the 
Barking of the Dogs, looking out to ſee 
what; was the Matter, eſpied Alanſon 
coming towards her, and (the Idea of his 
Image being contmually- in her Breaſt) 
me no ſooner ſaw, but knew him, and 
triunniyg into his Arms in an Exceſs of 
Joy, was only able to. Cry out, Ah! my 
3 Dear Lor d, Alanſon ! But: exceſs of Joy 
proves ſometimes Fatal, and it had like 
do have done ſo to Deidamia, for ſhe im- 
=  mediately ſwooned away in his Arms : 
l he. Dogs fill continued, their Barking, - 
= whichalſo cauſed the good Old Woman] 
of the Cottage to ſee what the Cauſe'was, 
and vas extreamly ſurpriged to ſee à gen · 
cteeele Stranger there, and Deidamin faint · 
ing in his Arms 3 however; ſhe made what 
Hhaſt ſhe could toendeavour her Recovery] 
= Adefiring Alanſon to bring her into the 
ling the good Woman that he was Deids 
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well acquainted with Deidamia's $ Story 3 
was very glad to hear: It was a confidera- 
ble Time before Deidamia could be brought 


to her ſelf, which o much afflicted the 


Count, that he was almoſt ready n 


away himſelf. But his Lady being again Fl 
recovered, Alanſon with aThouſandKiffe_s. IS 
and endearing Expreſſions, aſſured her . 

the Truth, Reality, and Conſtarey of his | 
Affectious towards her; whilft ſhe on the 


other Hand, ſeemed to be the moſt fatis- 
fied Creature i in the World, in' that ſhe 
had once more ſeen her deareſt Lord 


at her fainting away, ſince it was only 


conceived in ſeeiuß him again; and that 
Death itſelf would have been eaſie to 


happy an Occaſion, and er 7 


Whilſt in is Mat | 
prefling the dingy of their: Affectigß 
ta each other, the good Marz the 

came Home:; and being t 
Ni t Deidamias Husband was there, 
he-was overjoyed: ; and courtegufly fa- 
luted Alanſon, telling him, He wits "A 


F were ex 


was'a Welcome Man there to them all Vac 9 


N to: Deidamia, who had long 
CH 3 mourned 
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mourned his Abſence. Alanſon kindly 
thanked him, and told him, ie ſhoutd-ever 
Honour him as the Refuge, aud Preſerver 
of his dear Lady. And adler ſuch Civilities 
on each Side paſſed, the good Woman ſet 
before him ſuch homely Refreſhment as 


ſhe had prepared on the Table: Alanſon 


eat but little, Deidamia's Preſence being 
more to him than all the Dainties in the 
World; yet perceiving with what Courſe 
Fare his Lady had been there contented, 
he praiſed her Humility, and wondered 
at her Virtue. Dinner being ended, 
Alanſon, was concerned for his Servant, 
whom he had left in the Entrance of the 


Wood, and would have: gone back to 


him; but the good Old Man would by 


| . no Means let him, ceiling; him he would 
= po bimſelt, becauſe he better knew the 


Way, and could eaſier find it; and ſo 
taking his Dogs along with him, he 


went accordingly + The Man having 


Wied at the Eotmtice of the Wood, 
from the Time that his Maſter went into 
it, till the next Morning, and heari ing 
nothing ot him, leaving his Horſes: in 
the Fields adjoyning to the Wood, reſol- 
uved to find him out, and having got a 
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who was coming to him; and enquiring 3 
of him for his Mafter, whom he deſeribd. 
he told him he had both ſeen and came 
from him, to conduct him where he was. 


and. that he had found his Lady; at this 
the Servant was very glad, and joyfully 
went along, with him. After the Old 

Gentleman was gone for the Servant, 
the Count and his Lady went into the 
Woods, and there ſhe gave him a parti- 
cular. Account of all her Sorrows and 
Sufferings ſince his departing from her. 

And the Reaſon of her ſtaying where ſhe _ 


was ; VIZ. The Old Gentleman not daring _ 
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related) arrived at the Cottage, the 
Evening was far ſpent, and ſo they : all 
betook themſelves to ret. 71:4 199 
The next Morning Alanſon Was pre. 
paring for his Return home; but before 
they went, their aged Landlord would 
= needs have them ftay and dine, and in 
= diſcourſe told him, He was once a Tenant | 
of his Fathers; but by cruel Edits was] 
forced not only to leave that Farm, but 
his Paternal Inheritance, ſuffering the 
S poils and Loſs of all for" the ſake of 
=_—_ Chriſt and a good Conſcience; and in 
| this Solitary Retirement have enjoyed | 
more true Peace and Satisfaction, than] 
in all the Pleaſure of his Forepaſt Life 
The Count then asked him his Name,: 
_ which, he told him was De La Mont; up- 1 
on which he preſently knew and embra. ; 
2 him, ſay ing, That tho him ſelf was of the f 
Reman Perſuaſion, yet he had often prtied 7 
2 
27 
1 
w 


= bis Softerings, adding, That jt was given 
_ out be died in Priſon, The Pious Beds 
mia, from the Diſcourſe took an ot 
to ſay, Ah! my deareſt Lord, pen fes 

( cruel and mercileſs Religion it I that'you tl 
= profeſs, and which through the Goodneſs ⁰ , B. 
= God, I have lately departed from, 1 an 
vot e (fig * . w which th 
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you ſay, for I was inform'd in Flanders that 


. you, had changed your Religion. I wiſh:to 
\ God, ( replied Deidamia) that your ſelf, my 
1 deareſt Lord, was likewiſe made « partaker 


Monſ. De La Mont put in, and laid down 
ſuch weighty Reaſons for the Truth of 
the Reformed Religion, and againſt the 


me the Viciouſneſs and Debauchery of 
the Romiſh. Clergy, their Bloody Brandi 


lanſon was forced to confeſs, that what 
was alledged againſt their Practices was 
true, but as. to their Principles (abating 
that of Perſecution) he believed tche7 


find you are againſt Perſecution, 1 hope „ 5 
you. will he willing 1 ſhall enjoy eh A of 
my Conſcience (the only Happineſs 1. — yr 
in this ſolitary Retirement) and that you will 
never go about to compel me to go to Mae, 
which I will rather chuſe to dis than de: Io 
this Alanſon reply d, "That he was ge ach 
Biget as to think that thoſt tha fmcerely. © 
Worſpipped God, according to the he - 
8 Wire ker, as 1 wal _ 
| DE OY Deidamia 


© x 7 
3 . 


of the ſame happy Change. Upon this 


ples and per ſecuting Spirit, ſo. that 1. 


Errors of the Church of Rome, that it en- 4 IF 
couraged Deidamia farther to go on, and ll 


þ 3 


might be miſtaken : Upon which Desda. 10 I | 
mia replied; I am glad, my. dear Lord, 10% "RN 1 
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= Deidamia did) might not be accepted of him, 
though of an Opinion different from himſelf: 
Aud as to compel her to go to Maſs, if by 
= Arguments he could not per ſuade her to it, 
Le ſolemnly promiſed he never would uſe any 
2% ather Means. 

F And being now ready to er, Alan- 
= fon offered La Mont ftore of Gold for 
their Kindneſs to his Lady while ſhe had 
been with them, which he abſolutely 
refuſed, ſaying, Her Converſation had been 
. agreeable, that they were the Perſons who 
__ had been obliged. So that leave being 
taken, and La Mont Praying that God 
= would go along with them, and make 
= their Way Proſperous, they parted, and 
=_ coming out of the Wood, the Servant 
© 2 readily found the Horſes; and Deidamia 
getting up behind her Lord, they made 
_ Webeft of their Way towards Alarſor's 
_ Houſez\where they were received with 
the rejoycing of their Acquaintance, and 
much more of her Parents, to whom in 
a Day or two they made a Viſit, Deidamia 
being received. by them as one riſen from 
* Dead. And the Story of their 
Daughter's Troubles being all related to 
them, they. could not but admire th 
{cn ppm of — in preſerving Ket 
and 


niſhment for his luſtful Attempts upon 


the Biſhop of Rheims, and told him that 


out of the Family, and cut off from all A | 


- bly to beg his Protection againſt ſo-pows- 


the Catholick Religion. 
Who having received it, believed it was 


8 troubled. that ſo great a Villain ſhould: 
find any Countenante from the eg 4 
of thoſe that bad ſo injuriouſly informed 


3 3 
* * * 8 


and erden ack e de OE * 


of | Fronovius and” Antonio Who upon + 3 E 
their hearing. of the Confeſſion of the 1 
Dying Criminal, had withdrawn them- 


ſelves from their former Reſidences. And 
Antonio (the better to eſcape deſer ved u- 


Deidamia's Chaſtity) went privately to 


Count eMtanſe on's Lady was depray'd with 
Hereſie, in which ſhe was m coun- 
tenanced by her Lord;cthat himſelf for 
endeavouring to reclaim her, as turned 


Intereſt in it, and therefore came hum- 9 1 


erful an Adverſary, ſince what he had = 
done was only out of Zeal to promote 


The Biſhop re- 
ceived him into his Protection, and Writ. 
a ſharp Letter to the Count about it. 


done by the lnſtigation of Antonio, whom 
heard he had entertained; and N 


he writ back again to know the Names 


1 unn his. Lela But the Bine 


angry Style, declaring, That if he could 


dhe pious” Dedemia wiſely improved, 


= pointed, returned back without their Ex- 
rand; upon which the Biſhop threatned 


would not gritihe "hilt ſo far in his 
Deſires. This made the Count return 
him a ſecond Letter, written in a more 


not have Fuſtice from him, the King himſelf 
- ſhould be acquainted with it, and by him he 
would ſeek Redreſs. This ſo nettled the 
- Biſhop, that he fent Examiners to his La- 
dy, te interrogate her about her Religion, 
of which: _ Count having ſome. Incima- 
t hareto her Parents, who were 


tunes, and belly Scandalized at the 
Villany of Antonio, and the Biſhop's pro- E 
3 him from Juſtice, grew there- || tl 
upon very cold in the Profeſſion of the 
= Popiſh Religion, which ſo furiouſly perſe- 
cuted Innocence and Virtue, and counte- 
| nanced the- greateſt Wickednels: This 


1 effectualhy wrought with them, by J 
2 warm aud realous Diſcourſes, that 

| h-thgOperation of God's Holy Spi- IL. 

_ ing her, they were both bro gs 

over to the Embracing of the 5 — ys 
Ihe, Biſhop's Rxaminers being 9 


5 4 fo: excommunicate both Alle, and his 
1 ö ; Family 35 1911 


Family; and was. ſoon after as good as 
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n | bis Word. Upon this Alanſon. Poſts a- 
e way to che King, who was then at Marly, 
4 | . where Complained of the- Injury done 


1 f | him by the Biſhop of. Rheims, both 1 in Ex- 
be communicating him, and Protecting a 
he Villanous Criminal from Juſtice. But it 
a- ſeems the Biſhop hag been before-hand 
n, with him, and made his Complaint firſt: 
a- For the King receiv'd him very Coldiy, 
xe and told him, The Biſhop. of Rheims was I 9 ; 
or · 4 good Man, and he left bi, Buſineſs wholly _ Y : 
he || to him. On which,, Alanſon returned Ml 
ro- Home much diſcontented, and. found 
re- || that in his Abſence freſh ſearch had been: 
he made in his Houſe, for his Lady, tho 
ſe. | without Sueceſs. Then he went to the: 
te- | Biſhop himſelf, and boldly. charged him 
his with Entertaining a wicked Perſon, to the 
ed, hay of his Honour; telling him who 
hat Ning he 5490.7 be de forch — his. 
Spi- Lady ſhouid appear. But the Biſhop re 
fuſing this, and telling him, Hit Lady was. 
accuſed 72 Here ie, and he of Count enancing i 
it; the 75 in em of Holy 8 5 4 : 
told him, legion could not be, of God, : 
ned which. = 5 Hany, . and. ſought. me "ih 
his Dh of ou Ps! Pers He, Ar = 
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t02 The French Convert. 
A this the Biſhop formed and told him; 
" That: he ſhould be anſwered in another Na. 
ture. Aid ſoon after he had fecret No- 
tice from Court, That upon 4 freſh Com- 
plant of the Biſhops," both he and his Lady ii 
were per ſcrib d as Hugenots ;, and that not -I. 
withſtanding his Friends Interceſſion, and hi], 
own former Merits, his Places were taken 
away, and his Eſtate ordered to be ſeized a; 
' a Terror to others. Alanſon finding him- 
ſelf unable to withſtand this Storm, Wet 
packed up the Richeſt of his Effects, andi pr. 
_ privately ſent them to his Wife's Father a1 
_ ' where ſhe was all this while concealed, wi, 
and then followed after himſelf. Where 
having declared the great” Injuftice he 
= had met withal, contrary to all Religion, 
_ Honour, Honefty, and Conſcience. ' H 
_ "then told his Relations he was reſolvediſ ca 
by God's Help to embrace that Religion Re 
for which he had been a Sufferet befor: 
he was A Profeſſer; For that Religion coul. 
er be of God, that did ſo evidently ſet 
=. the Kingdom of the Devil. At which the! 
e rejoyced, and Dejdama more eſpeci 
aby; whbo paſſionately "Emibracing hit 
—_ ſaid, Her Father and Mother were of t 
fame Mind with him; at which Alanſe 
"was the more encouraged,” But J l 


Di 
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"he rel e o 3 
n; heir Adverſaries ſhould eome chither to 
4. Iſeareh for them, they withdre w into a 
ſmall Village and lived obſcurely, While 
n · ¶ ont aign eould hear of a convenient Veſ- 
40 fel to tranſport them intoa Country where 
o-Fthey might enjoy more Liberty. 
hill You have before heard ho-, Bernard 
ken the Gardener vas ſold to a Maſter of a 
Ship belonging to one of the French Plan- 
tations, in the Meſt Indies; before we con- 
Jelude, we will briefly Mew how God's 
Providence watched He him for good 
alſo. In his Voyage at Sea they met” 
with' ſo extraordinary a Storm, that all ü 
expected preſent Death; but Bernard - ul 
was very Calm, putting up his Fervent 
Prayer to Almighty: God, which Was 
followed by a very great Se and 
Calmneſs. This made the Maſser eee 
ion Reſpect for him, and oftentimes diſegur(-- 
forced Tie him, his Behaviour being ways 
ou Sober, and his Diſcourſe Sawpury. The 
et i Maſter having made bis Voyage fold Bernard 
the) por 4 4 Slave, and: having ſtaid there about two 
ec Honths, return d: gain to krance, but the 
h Diſcourſes and Behaviour ef Bernatd had © 
f 1 made ſo deep an Impreſſion in his Mind, thit © Wl 
of le was greatly troubled for baving fold bin, 
e that he 3 , 1101 he 7250 =_ 
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meuaden a Solemn Reſolution the next Voyage | 
_  .nad, to bring himback, and accordingly ti 
_ -zextTar making another Voyage thither, 
made it his Buſi neſs toenquire after him, anc} 
- baving found: bim, ask'd if he was willing 
© have bs Is Liberty, and return to his own” Cont 
try? Bernard roplied, He never. was in Los 
with Slavery. „ lud was . contented under 
. whilſt God's Providence ordered it ſo; but; 
be might. haue his Liberty, he would ehe 
rather. Whereupon the Maſten, paid the Ran 
ſome," and brought him back to France; 1 
was he aw a loſer byit; - for as a Recompen| 
2 his Kindneſs, - it Pleaſed God to mak 
Bernard an In nt to open his Eyes, and 
*bring him to the acknowledg ment of cz; Truth 
Bernard being got again — his own. Cout 
ty, made it bis fe to enquire after. th 
"Y elfare-of. Alanſon's Family, and being toll 
_ of the Stfferings that had lately befallen then. 
be vhs ertrramiy grerved, tho at the ſam 
Nie be bond nob bug rejoyce that they ſuf * 
in ſo good Cauſe. And ſpoaling of the 
to: 3 his Old Chriſtian Friends; te 2 
bh told Mone of them, that both the Count an 
__ Lady liued 050 curely, and in Diſeniſe, i * 
1 the Neigbbouring Village, and that if he ball 
aud to ſee them, he would give him 
Mie o . Gentlemas of the Houſe, up 
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7 which Th ſhould hade Admittance 10 them! | 
Ly til o/ othermuſe they would ho he: ſpb ten with b 
„ any one. Bernard gladly accepted! of E 
an Friends Kindneſs; and ſtraight went 65 
ngi the Houſe, and delivered the Gentleman 
-ou the Note, the Purport of which was, That 
Loi be had known the Bearer many Tears for 4 
er ¶ Futhful Friend and Brother; and that be 
0 hal been formerly a Servant of the Count 
uſe fl Alanſon's, and had ef Met Deſire ti the * | 
* Lad), whith be might ſafely: let hi | 

; "ff Upon reading this Note, the Gentleman 
* deſtred him to come in; and ſent up one 
mag of his Servants to acquaint Deid amin 

, and chere was one below” defired;-to ſpeak 

with her; upon which Bernard was pre- 
fently :called+up ; Deidamia'wis- mighti- 
iy furprized to ſee Bernard, whom e. 1 | 
hought ſhe ſhoul# never Have feed mee, - 8 
and very much rejoyced at it; i - 


a o her Parents, who alt made very much 
benpf him and were glad to ſee s And 
x miſaving communicated: the Various Pro- +1 
ranſſridences of God to one another gre they 

1 nad been parted, they all yew. ng Þ 
e hal Lord for. bis Goudneſsy: nd — 
bim al Wort to: th. Childrens Men; 2vAnd” 
— how. «IE a 
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eing him to her Lord, and Aber 4 | 
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Veſſel, to convey them out of Danger, 
Berngrd. gave cbem an Account, that the 
Maſter of the Veſſel which brought him 
back to France, was alſo converted; 
and that now his Veſſel lay ready to fill 
for Denmark; and he was ſure he would he 
be glad to ſerve them. To this they all 7 
agreed; and thereupon Bernard went im- 
mediately to the Maſter of the Ship, who 
readily. conſented to carry them, and, 
Mered their Gods to be brought pre- Je! 


ene 
U re 


fſentiy, and themfelves to come Aboard 
at Midnight ; at which Time Bernard 
conducted them to the Ship, and them, 
went Aboard with kim in quality 
their Servant; and ſoon after, the Wine 
NE on ng * fail for Denmark: 51 e 
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= [refolvedehere to fee, 
Thus, Curt eon — * belt ha 
| a brief, but true Relation. of che Mer 
and Gdodneſs of God to that Noble Fi 
_ . mily;wiich is the Subject of this: Ne 
_ . Wb Ang he that Reads it throuy| 
| <p (Cauſe. d mi 
a gy 


eh 


tie 
5 ha 
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che HH Obſervations that David did of - =- 
Did, Mark the perfect Man, and be hold the 
Epright, For the End of that Man is Peace, 

hich the Apoſtle St. James farther, Ex- 
emplifies i in his Epiſtle, Tou have heard ef, 
be Patience of Job, and have ſeen the Enid 
pf the Lord, how he is very pitiful and of 
ender Mercy. Here you have ſeen the 
great diſtreſs of Deidamia, and here vo 
ave” ſeen the Goodneſs" of God in her 

Deliverance. Here you have the Court * 
Ilan ſon rifled of all his Eſtate and Profe ſſi: 
on; and here you have ſeen how God has 
raciouſly made ĩ it up, in giving him that | 
aith which is far more precious than 
She Gold which periſheth. - EE 
ut I cannot conclude without. giving you... 
. Account of the Judgment of God upon . 
Fronovius aud e e that others 3 
Fear and give Gl to GG ll. 
Fronovius after the Seiſure of Al Mens 
ſtate, and his Departure into Holland, 
turned into thoſe Parts, hut be S 
mſelf hated by all Men for his Villany. J- 
retired into Normandy,” where Solicit- Þþ B 
| 2 di Landlord's Daughter to yield to "I _ 
"Nas Luft, and ſhe refuſing it, he took ax | 1 
ouß pportunity to Raviſh her, for which he = 
=" s hang d without the Gates of fo 5 _ 
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And as for Antonio, tho je eſe cap 
Juſtice of Man, he could et eſcape t 
| Judgment of . God, for fas, 
W232 Aa little Time after, he conf@led it wa 
Zz | :God's Judgment upon him forthe Mik 
chief hel ad wrought: againſt; his Lord 
Ws and his Virtuous Lady Eſaying 
7 "Bo: had. taken” away. to he ſaved, but 
w ſure ta be damned; and ſo daſhing ou 

is own. Brains againſt a Wall, he die 
miſerahly. Both of then? Verifying th 
Words of the inſpired/ Fen- Man, 1s ui 
Dieſtruct ion to 265 wicked, and a ftrars 
- - = - Puniſhment to the Workers.of Inquiry 10 
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ing a es Malice” of 425 3 
ut Buemy of Mankind' 3 the. "'Y 
g ol urch of | God, has been EY — 
- dieFnanifeſted—in FR, Ages of the Word, 

p thhnd began to exett it ſelf firſt of all in TY 

Ii Main, who killed is Brother Abel, be-. 
trang uſe his own Deeds were Wicked, and = 

? JÞis Brother's Righteous as the Holy Scrip- 5 
Jures inform us: And it has Been ww, 


© Frequent Practice, when he could not 
TEE 3 the Ne God from . 


Vordly Adwaitage, to raiſe 2 Plock 
Perſecution againſt them, by that Means - 
3 xtirpate them, if it were poffible, out of 


he Earth. Of ahic h ns 8 de in Furey 6 
as in this Age had more Facal Expe 115 


? 
8 ce than the Poor Proteſtants in a Franc, 7 ” : 
” ks | ou BlooGthirfty Papifts there,” 4-4 9 
Pie Account of their Suffering will. 0: 
PNepear to che next Age gather like Ro- * g 


antick Fictions, than 


r as indeed they 
Fee 3 — two T 


8 3 
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_ 110 he Fre ert. ? 
nit that Ns... r alike ee and f 
that is, the barharous Rg and Cruelyf 5 
of th e Perſecuts: 9 and N te 
1 e atid Conftancy of che poor 5 
fers, who are fo mightily, ſupported # 
by the Divine Grace, that they not only! 
Triumph over. all their 'Fortures, but 4 
_ N the Loſs of all, as knowing '© 
that they have in Heaven a better and 1 
more induring Subſtance.— But I wil fi 
EI briefly ſome IndorFes of their Suf: 't 
SFINSS» A 
2 Some they. Copdema, to the Galle, 
_ hee they are coupled commonly with ar 
a A the Vileſt, Miſcreants, Condemned thif ge 
9 5 iS for the moſt flagitious Crimes 0 
wWhoſe fearful Oaths and Execration F 
1 is are . wounding of their Pi E 
| * wn, Bars: There is geperaly five off 
= them placed upon. every Form, ietterel 
with a heavy. Chain. of about ten 
© tyelve foot. Jong: They Shave: thei 
Heads, from time: time; / to: ſhew che) 
Are Slaves, and are not allowed tos 
= Hats and Perriwigss ki hey 
2 dul Beans, and nothing elſe et khei 
[ | | 1 3 with about fourteen Ounces 0 
8 | 4 429 N u der e and: nd Wine at al 
wn = hey are devobred . in Winter by Lict 
| 1 Fleas, auff 
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1 1 Pas: 11 D 
bod dns to lie upon one another. as Hogs 
ehy in a Sty: And every Day threatened and 44 
* tormented by Friars and Prieſts, who not 
being able to convinee them by Reaſon, 1 
rtedf 77 58 to do it by Severſt yx. „ 
ly Some they put in Priſon, und keey . wo 
but them in Naſty Dungeons and Holes, fall 
vingh of Mire and Dirt, wittight any Bed, er 
nd d ſo mich as Stra te lie upon, and 9 4 
will fuffered to have the leaſt glimmeting 4 
Suff the Sun, br che Sight of Candle. 2 
wi allowed fo fmall 4 Quanity of Victuals 1 
Hiesſ as is hardly ſuffieĩent to keep them alive. | . | 
with in this miſerable Caſe, without any W 
def ge de en have been kept above Paar 
mes] together. One of them being vis bee * , & 
tion Twelve-Menths Imprifonment in this 8 f 
r Pi Manner, by onecalled a Director of Con? 
2 0 e juſt as they were going to bring 


him mis fmall' Allowance, he could not 
forbear eryinß out, as ſoon” as he . 
him, Lord in mhat 4 Condition on, Sir 
ro which E Sufferer "wit 
vein Chriſti &, worthy me Cauſe - 
Nauf be 1 — you but Jar the Jeng 
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le s be fuffer'd: for. - 
ice. To 08 the PI Pri- = 
th 26 der 4 
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Hier Iy'd; He anted it: 3 bet tht wax | 
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